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Alcoholic Stimulants: their Influence in 
Preventing the Developing of semana 
Tuberculosis ignored. 


By A. P. Dutcuer, M.D., 
Of Enon Valley, Lawrence County, Pennsylvania. 


Many physicians imagine that there is an an- 
tagonism between pulmonary tuberculosis and 
alcoholic stimulants, and are therefore in the 
constant habit of recommending their free use 
to those who are supposed to have any proclivity 
to this malady. From a faithful examination of 
this subject, I candidly confess that I have 
never been able to see the utility of this indis- 
criminate use of an article, the effects of which 
have been so destructive to the physical and 
social happiness of mankind. My experience 
may be different from others, but it has, without 
an exception, led me to the opinion that alco- 
holic stimulants, even when taken moderately as 
a beverage, are injurious to the animal economy, 
causing many disorders which have a direct tend- 
ency to produce tubercular disease, especially 
in those individuals who have a predisposition to 
that malady. And there are few things that as- 
tonish me more than to hear scientific physicians 
stand up and attempt to vindicate the use of 
alcoholic stimulants as a preventive of phthisis. 

Alcoholic stimulants when used as a beverage, 
no matter what the pretext may be, are agents 
of evil in every sense of that term. They are 
articles which no man can tamper with. The his- 
tory of the world has written it in letters of fire 
that those who use alcoholic stimulants, even 
moderately, are in perpetual danger of becoming 

drunkards. With this fact before our eyes, does 
it not stand us in hand, as the guardians of the 
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public good and the friends of man, to be exceed- 
ingly careful how we give our recommendation 
to articles fraught with such injurious conse- 
quences to the race as alcoholic stimulants? We 
had better let our patients die with pulmonary 
tuberculosis than subject them to the fearful 
danger of becoming drunkards. 

But in oppositjon to these views, I am told 
that when we estimate the value of therapeutical 
agents, moral questions are not to be taken into 
the account. This class of objectors tell us that 
we have no business to meddle with any question 
of morality that may be connected with the case. 
If alcoholic stimulants will prevent the develop- 
ment of pulmonary tuberculosis, we should not 
hesitate to prescribe them if some do abuse them 
and become inebriates. I repudiate such phi- 
losophy ; it is streaked with a lurid flame from 
those regions “where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.” In days that are gone, 
the profession of our country, and I speak it to 
their honor, have ignored such sentiments. Al- 
most to a man they have borne a faithful testi- 
mony on the morality of using ardent spirits as 
a daily drink. They have universally condemned 
it most emphatically. And it is only within a 
few years past that any of our physicians have 
attempted to reverse this decision. Some great 
German chemist pretended to have discovered 
that alcohol was food well calculated to supply 
the waste of the system; hence a very important 
prophylactic for phthisis. Big doctors and little 
ones vied with each other in exclaiming, Amen! 
So alcohol has been regularly initiated in the list 
of therapeutics for pulmonary tuberculosis. 

In this article I propose to discuss its merits 
for such a distinguished position. To investigate 
the question fairly, it will be necessary to ex- 
amine very briefly—lst. The nature of alcoholic 
stimulants. 2d. Their physiological action upon 
the system. 3d. Their adaptation to fill the in- 
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dications to be met in the incipient stage of 
phthisis. 

If on examination they are found to be agents 
innoxious in their nature, possessing qualities 
which are life sustaining and health producing, 
they will be entitled to some considerations as 
remedial agents in preventing and overcoming 
the malady which constitutes the more imme- 
diate subject of our study. 





PART FIRST. 


The Chemical Nature of Alcoholic Stimu- 
lants.—The principal chemical ingredient of all 
the various articles that are known as alcoholic 
stimulants or ardent spirits is alcohol. The 
mode of extracting alcohol from fermented liquor 
was discovered about nine hundred years since, 
by an Arabian alchemist. Some individuals, 
who have a very superficial view of chemistry, 
imagine that alcohol is a natural production, and 
that there is a portion of it in'all vegetable sub- 
stances; at least, in all whose fermentation after 
death will produce it. But this is an entire mis- 
take. Nota living vegetable under the shining 
sun, 80 far as has yet been ascertained, contains 
a particle of it. It does not exist in any living 
substance. Those substances, however, which 
contain sugar after they are dead, and have be- 
come subject to those laws which then operate 
on inanimate matter in the incipient stage of de- 
composition, undergo a process called vinous fer- 
mentation. 

By this process a new substance is formed 
called alcohol. The elements by the combina- 
tion of which this is formed existed before ; but 
the substance which this: combination forms did 
not before exist. It is an entirely new substance, 
and is altogether different in its nature and effects 
from what existed before. It was formed not by 
the process which operates in the formation of 
living matter, but by that which operates on a 
certain kind of matter only after it is dead. This 
is alcohol, the intoxicating agent of all fermented 
liquors. After it has been thus formed, it can be 
extracted in a number of ways. The most com- 
mon method is by the application of heat, as in 
ordinary distillation. It is composed of the fol- 
lowing chemical constituents:— _ 


Hydrogen . . . 13°04 
Oxygen. «© « © 52°17 
Oarbon. . . +». £3479 
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Alcohol, when pure, is a transparent, colorless 
liquid, having @ rather pleasant odor and a strong, 
burning taste. It is very inflammable, burning 
with a clear, blue flame, without any smoke. It 
combines with water in every proportion, and their 
combination is attended with a sensible evolution 
of heat. Its affinity for water is so great that it 
speedily removes that fluid from the atmosphere. 
It is decomposed by nearly all the acids. It dis- 
solves the caustic alkalies, and has but little or 
no effect on their carbonates. It dissolves most 
of the muriates that are easily soluble in water, 


some of the nitrates, but none of the metallic . 


sulphates. It also dissolves iodine, phosphorus, 
and sulphur—the last two in very small propor- 
tions. It is a powerful solvent of many vegetable 
principles, especially those that exert an action 
on the animal system, such as the vegetable alka- 
loids, most neutral crystalline principles, extrac- 
tive matter, sugar, tannin, very many resins, all 
essential and fixed oils, fluid as well as concrete. 
Alcohol is therefore an indispensable agent in 
pharmacy as well as pharmaceutic chemistry. 
As yet, in the particulars just named, there is 
no known substance which will supply its place. 

Medical writers, with but few exceptions, class 
alcoholic stimulants among the NaRcoric PoIsoNs. 
Dr. Christison says :— 

“The sedative action of alcohol on the brain 
constitutes it a powerful narcotic poison.” 

Dr. Kirk, in speaking of the nature of alcoholic 
stimulants, says :— 

“All of them contain, as a basis, alcohol—a 
narcotic stimulant possessing properties of the 
kind that opium does, which you know to be 
poison, with this addition—that it is more imme- 
diately irritating to the tissues of the body to 
which it is applied than opium.” 

Dr. Johnson says :— 

“Alcohol is a narcotic poison of the very same 
nature as prussic acid, producing the same effects, 
killing by precisely the same means, paralyzing 
the muscles of respiration, and so preventing 
the necessary changes of the venous into arterial 
blood.” 

Mr. Brande, in his excellent work on chemistry, 
says :— 

“Ardent spirit is composed of alcohol and 
water in nearly equal proportions, and is as de- 
structive to life as henbane, deadly nightshade, 
hemlock, and various other narcotic poisons.” 


Dr. Headland, in his prize essay on the “Action 
of Medicines in the System,” has the following 


remarks upon the action of narcotics, and alcohol ° 


in particular :-— 
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“We have already considered in order the pe- 
culiarities in the action that distinguishes narcot- 
ics alike from stimulants and sedative medicines; 
how they tend, first to exalt the nervous forces, 
and then depress them, and have, further, a par- 
ticular action on the intellectual part of the brain. 
We have observed that these remedies may be 
divided into three minor groups, which differ con- 
siderably, if only regarded in their action on the 
nervous forces generally. For that inebriants 
approach very nearly to stimulants, and deliriants 
to sedatives, while soporifics occupy an interme- 
diate place. 

“We have seen also that though, during the 
stage of stimulation, these three orders tend all, 
more or less to excite the powers of the mind, 
they differ characteristically in their secondary or 
depressing effect upon the same. That, with re- 
spect to our present purpose, the intellectual 
functions may be divided into three parts: the 
mind itself; volition and sensation, by which it is 
united to the body; and the special senses, by 
which it is connected with external things. And 
that the secondary or depressing action of inebri- 
ants is such as to ¢mpazr these three in a toler- 
ably equal degree ; that soporifics extinguzsh, for 
a time, sensation, volition, and the five senses, 
while it may leave the mind unaffected ; but that 
of deliriants excites and deranges all the intel- 
lectual functions. 

“Tf these things are borne in mind, the nature 
of alcohol will be tolerably understood when it is 
said to be an inebriant narcotic. But it must be 


observed that, when given in small quantities, its 


stimulant effect may be the first action muani- 
fested ; its secondary sedative effect may hardly 
take place, and the production of inebriation, or 
drunkenness, may be altogether avoided. So 
much is this the case, that alcohol is by some re- 
garded as a stimulant. But the same thing is 
remarked of opium, though in a less degree. : And 
the effects of a large dose of alcohol are suffi- 
ciently obvious to indicate its place among nar- 
cotics ; for the state of inebriation may even pass 
on into coma and death.”* 


PART SECOND. 


The Phystological Action of Alcoholic Stimu- 
lants.—Several years since Liebig advanced the 
doctrine that alcohol is burned in the body like 
sugar and fat, and thus contributes to animal 
heat, and might claim to be ranked among arti- 
cles of food. This theory of its physiological 
action was extensively adopted by those who 
sought to justify its employment as a remedy for 
phthisis, and those who hated teetotalism. But 
this doctrine has never been demonstrated. It is 
based altogether upon certain deductions from its 
extreme combustibility. It has not one direct or 
positive fact to sustain it. In medical science we 
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should take nothing for granted. She is con- 
stantly challenging the validity of antiquated and 
popular opinions, and demanding their most vig- 
orous investigation and proof. 

But is it a fact that alcohol is used up in the 
body like common aliment? I think not, for 
the following considerations. It is a well-estab- 
lished truth, that when alcohol is oxidized out of 
the body, it passes through successive steps or 
stages of decomposition, giving rise to peculiar 
productions, which have been called aldehyd and 
acetic acid. These productions, the evidence of 
the oxidating process, cannot be detected in the 
blood after the ingestion of alcoholic stimulants. 
Traces of acetic-acid have been found in the 
stomach, but as a sequence of gastric fermenta- 
tion of sugar and starch, and wholly independent 
of the introduction of alcohol. 

The ultimate production of the oxidation of 
alcohol are carbopic acid and water; but they 
are also derived from the oxidation of food, and 
are incessantly thrown from the lungs, day and 
night, whether alcohol be taken or not. There is 
not a particle of evidence, therefore, that can be 
adduced from chemical science to prove that 
alcohol is used up in the system like common 
alimentary matter. 

If alcohol is not used up in the system like ali- 
ment, what becomes of it? It has been well 
ascertained that when alcohol is taken into the 
system, it seeks the brain by preference and local 
affinity, more of it being found there than in any 
other part of the body ; it is, therefore, attracted 
out of the blood into the cerebral substance. 
This may be proved by distilling the brains and 
blood of men and animals that have died from 
intoxication, dnd separating the alcohol, when it 
may be identified, and its quantity estimated with 
the greatest certainty. It has also been prdved 
that alcohol is not changed in any essential par- 
ticular by passing the rounds of the circulation ; 
that it goes into the blood alcohol, and comes 
out the same. It is eliminated from the system 
by the skin, lungs, and kidneys. 

Until quite recently, it was a matter of doubt 
among medical philosophers whether alcohol was 
eliminated from the lungs at all. But this subject 
has been entirely put to rest by the experiments 
of MM. Lallemand, Perrin, and Duray. In the 
course of their experiments, they discovered a 
most delicate test to prove the existence of 
alcohol in the breath. It consists of a solu- 
tion of bichromate of potassa in sulphuric 
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acid. If the expired air contains the alcoholic 
vapor, when it comes in contact with this solu- 
tion it is turned to an enameled green. They 
found that persons who had taken no alcohol for 
some hours previous might expire for any length 
of time through the solution without producing 
any discoloration of it ; and furthermore, so exact 
was the reaction, that by employing a test liquid 
of a certain known strength they could estimate 
the quantity of the alcoholic vapor given off in 
different experiments, and at different times. In 
this way they have proved very clearly that alco- 
hol, unchanged, is thrown from the system by 
means of the breath. 

These experimenters affirm most positively that 
alcohol undergoes no combustive action in the 
living body, but that the whole of what is taken 
in is thrown off unchanged. They admit that 
they have not been able to recover from the ex- 
cretions the whole amount taken, and justly state 
that, in the nature of the case, this is not to be 
expected. Their experiments show the important 
fact that it is not the mere excess of alcohol 
which the system cannot profitably use up that is 
excreted, for the ingestion of only one ordinary 
bottle of wine, very weak at that, gave rise to a 
continual elimination of alcohol by the lungs 
during eight hours, and the kidneys during four- 
teen hours. 

These experimenters have also shown that the 
physiological action of alcohol upon the system 
is almost identical with chloroform and some 
other anesthetics, the difference in their effects 
being only of a secondary character, and being 
obviously referable to their chemical and physi- 
cal properties. From a careful study of their ex- 
periments, I am of the opinion tliat they have 
completely and triumphantly exploded the Lie- 
bigan doctrine, that alcohol is food. I do not 
see how it ever entered into a sane man’s brain, 
unless the devil put it there, that alcohol was 
food, capable of nourishing the tissues of the 
body. ‘The idea is a delusion, a phantom of an 
intoxicated brain; and I have most generally 
found that those writers who recommend it as a 
beverage are more or less addicted to its intem- 
perate use. One of our most gifted American 
medical writers, who was a great advocate for its 
use, fell a victim to its seductive agency. 

I, therefore, look upon alcohol as an enemy 
to the human system. On every tissue of the 
body it comes in contact with, it must be rejected 
as an intruder, and as such is chased from organ 
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to organ, marking jts course with irregularity of 
action and disturbance of function, till the last 
remnant of the intruder is expelled ; till the vital 
forces of the system are prostrated before its 
paralyzing energy, this deleterious agent can 
never find a lodgment. Nature, true to herself 
and God, is incapable of such treason. 


To be continued. 





Toxicology—considered with special refer- 
ence to Medical Jurisprudence. Intro- 
ductory Remarks. 


By Gerarp Arinx, M.D., 
Of Rochester, New York. 


Medical Science without Chemistry is but a 
dangerous Empirictsm.—In all cases of poison- 
ing, it is important not only to understand the 
symptoms correctly, so as to separate them from 
other pathological symptoms, but also to be able 
to show to the court and jury, if required, the 
corpora delicti as the result of chemical investi- 
gation. 

The sudden appearance of peculiar symptoms 
in the body of a previously healthy person, espe- 
cially after moderate eating or drinking, may 
naturally suggest the idea of a case of poison- 
ing. 

Antidotes or preservative agents are such sub- 
stances as will, when taken into the system, con- 
vert matter that is easily soluble into that which 
is insoluble or difficult of solution; or, in other 
words, produce from dangerous materials some- 
thing less dangerous or altogether innoxious. 
Antidotes are divided into comparative and ab- 
solute antidotes. 

Comparative antidotes are, for mineral poisons: 
Albumen, (white of eggs,) which makes albu- 
minates, which are very difficult of solution. 

For vegetable poisons: Tannin, which pro- 
duces tannates, also only slightly soluble. 

For animal poisons: Chlorium or chlorine-water 
as a disinfectant and antiseptic. 

Absolute antidotes are such as aqua calcis for 
oxalic acid; chloruretum sodz (salt) for nitrate 
of silver; vinegar for caustic potash; and as an 
antidote for arsenic, hydras ferricus. 

A physician, in examining a poisoning case, 
needs the simplest and most readily applicable 
means obtainable; for instance, for the test or 
reduction of minerals: Ist. By the burning pro- 
cess. The test for arsenic consists in throwing a 
portion of the suspected matter on burning 
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wood-coals, when, if it contains arsenic, it emits 
a white vapor with a peculiar garlic odor. When 
powder of arsenic is heated in a small reduction 
tube, with two or three parts of powdered char- 
coal, it yields an iron-gray sublimatum of metal- 
lic arsenic. 2d.-By the carbon process. The 
reduction of lead is accomplished thus: The 
suspected matter is filtered and dried, then put 
into a reduction tube and melted, after which, if 
lead be present, the substance contained in the 
tube will be a black mass consisting of carbon 
and reduced metallic lead. The easiest test, 
however, is with aqua hydrosulphurata; let a few 
drops of which only be allowed to mingle in a 
watery solution containing ever so small a quan- 
tity of lead, and a brownish-black precipitate is 
the result. 3d. By the iron process for the test 
of copper. When to the suspected fluid is added 
a little acidum sulphuricum, let a clean piece of 
iron, a spatula or knife, be inserted in it; it will 
soon be covered with a coat of reduced copper. 
4th. By the copper process for the test of mer- 
cury. Let but one drop of the suspected liquid 
be dropped on a clean piece of copper, then 
apply to the same a piece of iron or steel, and if 
a stain of a silver lustre becomes apparent, it is 
an evidence of its being reduced quicksilver. 

The principal materials necessary to be kept 
on hand by the toxicologist are charcoal, a pol- 
ished spatula or steel knife; for the test of acids, 
blue litmus-paper, which becomes red by an ap- 
plication of acid; also red litmus-paper for test- 
ing alkali, which becomes blue thereby; aqua 
hydrosul phurata—if, however, this cannot readily 
be obtained, there may be used in place of it, 
prepared extempore, a little hepar sulphuris dis- 
solved in a small quantity of diluted acetum 
destillatum, then filter the solution; also acidum 
tannicum, in the absence of which may be used 
a strong infusion of tea. 

The reagentia necessary in making a chemical 
analysis are as follows: Aqua hydrosulphurata ; 
ferro-cyanuretum potassii; chloridum platini; 
chloridum ferri; nitras argenti; nitras baryte ; 
oxalas ammonie; potassa liquida; ammonia 
liquida; aqua calcis; tinctura iodii; tinctura 
gallarum; acidum sulphuricum; acidum nitri- 
cum; acidum hydrochloricum; #ther sulphuri- 
cus; alcohol; aqua destillata. 

It should be taken into consideration, in regard 
to the substances requiring examination, by no 
means to use the whole quantity in one experi- 
ment—only a small part. All the visa acta et 
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reparta, or mode of procedure pursued by the 
analyzer, should be carefully noted down by 
him. 

The toxicologist has not only the above-named 
reagentia needful for a chemical analysis, in order 
to the discovery of poison, but he has also under 
his command various insects, together with ani- 
mals of a higher order, by means of which to 
test the presence of poison in any given matter. 
For instance, if leeches be applied upon a person 
poisoned with arsenic, opium, or prussic acid, 
they will fall off and die immediately. Frogs are 
very useful as a test for strychnia. Let a frog 
be inoculated with a watery solution containing 
but one-hundredth part of a grain of strychnia, 
and tetanic symptoms will result; or immerse 
the animal in a bath containing but a minute 
quantity of this alkaloid and the same result will 
follow. Fishes contained in water possessing 
poisonous matter will come to the surface and 
die. Aquariums are excellent for such experi- 
ments. Any kind of poultry or bird, fed with the 
blood of one poisoned with arsenic, will soon 
manifest the symptoms of such poisoning. Cats, 
also, are especially useful for testing certain 
poisons upon, particularly mydriatic -narcotica, 
such as belladonna and hyoscyamus. Let a 
watery solution of either of these narcotics be 
dropped into the eyes of a cat, it will speedily 
produce mydriasis, (dilated pupils.) Dogs, rab- 
bits, rats, and mice may all be used for the detec- 
tion of poisonous substances, upon application 
of the same to them externally or internally. 

To be continued. 


Medical Societies. 


PHILADELPHIA COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 
Reported by William B. Atkinson, M.D., Recording Secretary. 
January 8th, 1862. 


VERATRUM VIRIDE. 





The subject for discussion was opened by Dr. 
W. B. Arxixsoy, in the following remarks :— 

Having been honored by a request from the 
Committee on Business of your society to present 
at this meeting a paper upon the subject of 
veratrum viride, I shall endeavor, in reply, to offer 
for your consideration as complete a summary of 
the pe them now possessed by the profession 
concerning this remedial agent as can be gleaned 
from a careful inspection of the medical journals, 





which is the only source from which may be 
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‘obtained information concerning a remedy of so 
recent introduction to our notice. I say recent, 
for though in 1835 the attention of the profession 
was directed to it by Dr. Samuel Osgood, of 
Providence, Rhode Island, and though, even 
prior to that time, this article was occasionally 
employed, yet it has been comparatively unknown, 
or rather disregarded, until within the last five 
years, and even now remains in a somewhat 
obscure position. 

As this paper is specially devoted to an eluci- 
dation of the medical properties of the veratrum 
viride, I shall content myself, in passing, by 
referring my hearers to an article upon the sub- 
ject in the Amertcan Journal of Medical Science, 
October, 1858, for full information as to its 
botanical characters, physical properties, chemi- 
cal composition, mode of preparation, literature, 
etc. This anda similar paper in a subsequent 
number of the same journal, October, 1861, pre- 
pared by Drs. Cutter, Rickard, and Ingalls, a 
committee from the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety, together with a paper by Dr. John Bell, 
in the North American Medico - Chirurgical 
Review, September, 1858, presents a very full 
resumé of the experience of the profession in the 
use of this agent. 

As a therapeutical agent, we have it offered to 
us in the form of tincture, fluid extract, powder, 
and some have suggested a cataplasm of the 
leaves. The tincture is generally preferred, 
though a few employ the fluid extract. It was 
originally presented to the profession as a power- 
ful arterial sedative, but, with that love of pana- 
ceas so prevalent among us, we will not be sur- 

rised when we find it vaunted as very valuable 
or its powers as an expectorant, diaphoretic, 
diuretic, emetic, and cathartic. 

No uniform mode of preparation having yet 
been adopted, much variation has been found in 
the strength, and consequently, the dose of this 
remedy, or where the same dose has been given, 
the effects have been either alarming or almost 
negative, thus leading to much objection to its 
employment. 

Dr. Norwood, who gained notoriety by his 
eharlatan mode of claiming a peculiar benefit 
from his preparation, made a saturated tincture, 
by macerating for two weeks 3viij of the dried 
root in Oj of alcohol, and this, to a great extent, 
is the formula by which it is now prepared. 

In presenting the views of its advocates, we 
shall endeavor to sift the pure grain from the 
chaff, and make proper allowance for that zeal 
in a new discovery which too often leads our 
brethren, in common with their fellow-men, to 
find beauties where a less prejudiced eye would 
fail to discover aught beyond the ordinary 
appearance. 

f its effects upon arterial action, we have the 
most positive evidence. In every case where it 
has been employed, from every practitioner who 
has watched its effects, we have the record of its 
power in rapidly controlling the pulse. 

Dr. Horace Green, of New York, (American 
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Medical Monthly, February, 1857,) says that it 
has never failed, when properly administered, to 
diminish arterial action. He reports a case 
where a pulse of 120 was reduced to 58, and kept 
about that point day after day; in another, from 
130 to 68 in fifteen hours, etc. 

Dr. Carnochan, in the Emigrant’s Hospital, 
fully tested it, and found a like result. 

Dr. R. H. Jameson, of Indiana, (Northwestern 
Medical and Surgical Journal, August, 1857— 
Transactions of the State Medical Society of 
Indiana, 1857,) has noticed a marked diminution 
in the frequency of the pulse without the least 
nausea. He does not deem it advisable to re- 
duce the pulse below 70. 

Dr. H. Livezey, of Pennsylvania, (Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal, March, 1857,) 
regards it as an “invaluable arterial sedative, stand- 
ing unequaled and unparalleled among all thera- 
peutic agents.” * * * “By it arterial action 
is more permanently reduced than by the lancet.” 
He employs the fluid extract in doses of five 
drops, increased till the effect is produced, and 
then diminished. 

Dr. G. W. Boerstler, Lancaster, Ohio, ( Western 
Lancet, May, 1857,) says: “The veratrum has 
never disappointed me, and that without one un- 
favorable symptom resulting from its use. In no 
instance, however, have I brought down the heart’s 
action to a normal state, without my patient com- 
plaining of some degree of nausea. As a curb to 
the inordinate action of the heart it is truly in- 
valuable.” He further remarks: “ Believing, as 
I do, that the vis a tergo of the heart. is neither 
the first link, nor yet the essential phenomenon 
in inflammatory diseases, I hold the veratrum not 
as a curative agent, but as a most desirable ad- 
juvant.” 

Dr. W. W. Gerhard, Pennsylvania, (MepicaL 
AND Sureicau Reporter, vol. ii. p. 56,) employed 
it in a case of acute rheumatism, in the dose of 
four drops every three or four hours, and reduced 
the pulse from 130 to 50 in the course of three 
days. He “ finds it similar, but more powerful 
than digitalis.” 

Dr. Taliaferro, Georgia, (Atlanta Medical and 
Surgical Journal, March, 1857,) remarks : “The 
great advantage this remedy possesses over the 
abstraction of blood is, that its effects are far 
more decided, and not followed by the reaction 
which almost invariably succeeds venesection. 
Not only this, but the effects of the remedy may 
be continued for days and even weeks, succes- 
sively, without unpleasant consequences ; where- 
as, @ frequent repetition of blood-letting would, 
in most cases, be injurious.” He gave it in the 
dose of ten drops, followed in three hours by six, 
and again by five drops. In six hours, the pulse 
from 100 was reduced to 70, and so remained. 

Dr. U. G. Mitchell Walker, Alabama, (Southern 
Medical and Surgical Journal,) considers it an 
excellent adjuvant to the lancet. His dose is 
from four to five drops every hour, increasing one 
drop each dose till the patient is under its influ- 
ence. 
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Pr. Hutchinson, Indiana, ( Western Lancet, 
February, 1857,) has found the pulse, when influ- 
enced by this agent, as sut generis, easily recog- 
nizable, and gives it the specific name of the 
veratrum pulse. , ; 

Dr. (. H. Murphy (St. Louis Medical and 
Surgical Reporter, March, 1857) has never failed 
to observe its effects. His dose is eight drops 
every three hours, increasing one drop each dose 
until the production of nausea. 

Dr. Watson (¢bid.) gave to a girl of seventeen 
years, laboring under an acute pneumonia, twelve 
drops, producing in fifteen minutes its character- 
istic effects, and reducing the pulse from 130 to 
60. The next day, the pulse regained its fre- 
quency, but with two doses it was again brought 
under control, and no more medicine was re- 


quired. 

Dr. D. L. McGugin, of Iowa, (Jowa Medical 
Journal, No. 1, 1857,) gives the details of a 
number of cases of acute inflammation, in each 
of which the medicine, in the dose of four or 
five drops every three hours, rapidly reduced the 
heart’s action to the normal rate. Subsequently, 
(bid. No. 2,) he says: “I am convinced that, as 
an arterial sedative, it has no superior, and that 
it fills a void in the list of therapeutic agents 
which we have felt, etc.” 

Dr. W. R. Handy, Baltimore, (Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal, April, 1857,) in a fatal 
case of pneumonia, employed venesection, leech- 
ing, blistering, calomel, nitre, and antimony for 
two weeks, without reducing the pulse or acting 
upon the skin; but when recourse was had to the 
veratrum, in doses of five drops, the pulse fell 
from 120 to 94 after five doses had been taken. 
Throughout this case, which he details in full, 
the action of this agent was most conspicuous, 
always readily controlling the pulse, which quickl 
rose when the influence of the medicine was suf- 
fered to disappear. Digitalis having been also 
administered, the contrast, Dr. H. thinks, was 
decidedly in favor of the veratrum. 

Dr. Hill, Illinois, (Northwestern Medical and 
Surgical Journal, May, 1857,) in a case where, 
by great carelessness, a large number of remedial 
agents were swallowed in a very short time, pro- 
ducing great febrile action, active cerebral con 
gestion, and constant delirium, gave two doses, of 
five drops each, at an interval of half an hour, 
producing emesis, diminishing the force and fre- 
quency of the pulse, and removing the conges- 
tion, etc. 

Prof. Barker, of Bellevue, (American Medical 
Monthly, Nov. 1857,) gives a very careful record 
of the clinical use of this remedy in a case of 
puerperal fever, showing the powerful effect 
which was promptly produced by ten-drop doses 
every hour. The pulse fell from 140 to 80 in five 
hours, and by the exhibition of small doses was 
kept between that point and 50. The whole case 
is so carefully reported that we would refer our 
hearers to it for further inspection, as it clearly 
portrays the action of this medicine when given 
with care, and its results noted. 
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Dr. J. L. Atlee, Lancaster, Pa., gave five drops 
every three hours in a case of puerperal mania, 
with the best effects upon the arterial excitement. 
He had observed that it was not generally till the 
third dose that benefit was obtained. 

Dr. T. W. Foster, Pennsylvania, (Mrpicat anD 
Suretcat Reporter, vol.i. p.451,) gives six to 
eight drops every three hours, increasing one drop 
each dose. In his hands, it has speedily con- 
trolled the inordinate action of the heart, and he 
regards it as especially adapted to all acute phlo- 

oses. 
‘ Dr. A. Hard, Aurora, Illinois, (Chicago Ezx- 
améner,) has found it the most certain of all arte- 
rial sedatives. 

Dr. Jas. Hendley, Farmington, Kentucky, 
a Journal of Medicine and Surgery, 

ovember, 1858,) employed it in hepatitis and 
pneumonia with marked success, reducing the 
pulse in eight hours from 112 to 40. 

Dr. Boyd Emery, West Middletown, Washing- 
ton County, Pennsylvania, (Transactions of the 
Medical Society of Pennsylvania,) found it to 
control the force and frequency of the pulse, and 
an admirable antiphlogistic. 

In the Transactions of the Medical Society of 
the State of Pennsylvania, the veratrum, when- 
ever alluded to, which frequently occurs, is men- 
tioned as reliable, rapid, and of great value in 
acute attacks of pneumonia, etc. 

Dr. G. M. Staples, Dubuque, Iowa, (MepicaL 
anp Surecicat Reporter, August 3, 1861,) says 
“his experience satisfies him that we have in this 
drug an agent which enables the physician to 
maintain for an indefinite time complete control 
of the nervous and circulatory systems.” 

Dr. J. R. McClurg, Pennsylvania, (cbid , May 
21, 1859,) regards it as in every way reliable, and 
reports instances of its employment with the 
usual result upon the circulation. 

From the reports of cng some forty in 
number, embodied in the two valuable papers 
alluded to, as presented before the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, we may sum up the testimony 
as strongly favoring its reliability as an arterial 
sedative. Without a single exception, these 
gentlemen, all of whom had the same preparation 
to test, agree in claiming for it great power over 
the action of the circulatory 3 agen 

By the most careful researches, we have en- 
countered so few who view the veratrum as 
utterly destitute of this power, and as their expe- 
rience may be so easily explained by the belief 
that this want of success was due solely to the 
bad quality of the preparation employed by them, 
we do not consider such negative testimony of 
sufficient weight in the slightest degree, for a 
moment to turn the scale against it. 

In addition to this, these combined opinions 
would show it to be not only reliable, but safe, 
when used in the proper dose. A few have ob- 
jected to it as causing dangerous symptoms. 

Dr. Charles A. Lee, in the Journal of Materia 
Medica, says: “'The same objections will apply to 
it as have been brought against aconite, viz., the 





164 


difficulty of regulating its effects, and its danger- 
ous depressing influence, even in small doses.” 
* * * «We have little doubt,” he further re- 
marks, “that it has caused more deaths in one 

ear than chloroform has since its discovery.” 
Now the cases reported so fully in the introduc- 
tion of this subject range in age from the infant 
of a few months to the aged invalid, and some, at 
least, should have exhibited these bad results. 
Yet we see no deaths actually reported. 

Dr. ©. K. Winston, Nashville, (Rrrorter, 
February, 1857,) complains of it as not being as 
prompt with children as with adults; that it is 
not applicable when sick stomach is present, and 
that it causes abortion after a few days. 

Dr. W. C. Rogers, Green Island, New York, 
(American Medical Monthly, June 1, 1858,) finds 
that it produces a feeble pulse with intermissions, 
in continued fever, that it does not modify or 
arrest inflammation, and it is advantageous only 
to check the circulation, and allow the lungs, as 
in pneumonia, repose without loss of blood, but 
regards it as a valuable adjuvant in inflammatory 
and febrile diseases. 

Dr. Junius Michie, Virginia, ( Virginia Medical 
Journal, November, 1858,) is afraid of the rem- 
edy, having tried it in a case of pneumonia, aged 
twenty-two, giving three drops, when it reduced 
the pulse twenty beats in one hour. He believes 


it to reduce the frequency, not the force. 
Dr. Jas. J. Rooker, Castleton, Indiana, (Cin- 
cinnati Lancet and Observer, November, 1858,) 
ave it in a case of typhoid fever, aged thirty-five, 
in four-drop doses, every four hours. It reduced 
the pulse from 114 to 90, making the potent very 


weak, when he stopped the remedy. It was again 
employed, and the patient died. In a case of ty- 
os pneumonia, aged twenty-two, of intemperate 

abits, its effects were so powerful that he was 
compelled to discontinue its use. 

These physicians are about all who have found 
it objectionable, or who have deemed it necessary 
to caution their brethren lest evil might ensue ; 
and it is not reasonable to believe that if others 
had observed such bad effects, they would have 
hesitated to — their experience, and thus 
place the pro 


sidious, or so violently emetic as some would have 
us believe, is, in our estimation, not worthy of 
credence. Of course, in this remark, we would 
be understood as excluding those special though 
cguenely rare mg yee ——— 
of an idiosyncrasy, this agent might uce 
culiar symptoms. We contend, from the A ot 
array of facts, and our own limited experience, 
that veratrum viride is not, in uny way, a doubt- 
ful or dangerous remedy; but, on the contrary, 
so reliable that, wheo p ite in the proper dose, 
aad with ordinary care, requisite in the adminis. 
tration of the vast majority of medicines, it will 
never fail to produce upon the circulation its 
characteristic effects. 
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ession on guard. We do not doubt | 
that, when carelessly employed, this remedy, like | 
almost every other, is capable of producing mis- | 
chievous results, but that it is so sudden and in- | 
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In this connection it may be well for us to 
review the charge brought against it, of causing 
abortion. 

Dr. W. A. Brown, Georgia, (Nashville Journal 
of Medicine, October, 1856.) declares that in his 
own practice and that of several friends it has 
exhibited a tendency to cause abortion. 

This gentleman is replied to by Drs. Haughton, 
of Indiana, (¢b¢d., December, 1856,) and B. T. 
Newsom, of Georgia, (¢bed., January, 1857,) both 
of whom have given the article in all stages of 
pregnancy without any such result in a single in- 
stance. The latter mentions the fact of its 
having been taken by several females surrepti- 
tiously, with the desire to produce abortion; but 
in every instance their nefarious efforts failed. 

A writer in the New Orleans Medical News, 
August, 1858, reports a case of typhoid fever, 
aged thirty-two, in the sixth month of pregnancy, 
who miscarried on the second day of its use. 
Physicians, especially when of limited experience, 
are so ready to reason post hoc, ergo propter hoc, 
that it is not a matter for wonder to find a few 
attributing such a result to the employment of 
the remedy, without reflecting upon the great 
liability of a woman laboring under a severe 
attack of typhoid to miscarry, and more particu- 
larly when the remedial agent has been carricd 
to its emetic effect. 

In my own practice, October 27th, I gave the 
veratrum to a patient about the sixth month. 
She was speedily relieved without the use of any 
other medicine. November 14th, having com- 
pow recovered, she went to market, carried 

ome a heavy basket, and was immediately taken 
with severe flooding, which, by the usual means, 
was checked, but in a few days again brought on 
by unusual exertion in cleaning house ; a miscar- 
riage resulted December 3d. Was this caused 
by the veratrum employed thirty-eight days 
before ? 

It is quite reasonable to anticipate that an 
article having the power already attributed to, 
and so clearly proven as belonging to this, should 
also be capable of manifesting other beneficial 

roperties ; and hence we find physicians report- 
ing it as an expectorant, a diuretic, a diaphoretic, 
and a nervine. Though it acts emetically io 
large doses, or when long continued, yet no ad- 
vantage is claimed for or possessed by it, which 
could cause it to be recommended for this specific 

urpose. 
. Concerning its cathartic properties, which, at 
one time, it was thought to possess in a high de- 
gree, we believe that it only acts thus in particular 
cases, or continues catharsis, previously induced 
by other agents. In the pursuit of our inquiries, 
we find reports of ita successful administration in 


cases of pneumonia, risy, apoplexy, typhoid 
P pooner poplexy, typ 


fever, u , an mor- 
rhages of all kinds, rheumatism, peri- 
tonitia, croup, convulsions, particularly infantile 


and puerperal, herpes zoster and other cutaneous 


affections, hysteria, puerperal mania, and other 
mental derangements, dysmenorrhwa, obstinate 





May 17, 1862. 


colic, cardiac affections, whether acute or chronic, 
hepatitis, scarlatina, measles, erysipelas, yellow 
fever, asthma, ovaritis, influenza, and caked 
breasts. 

It is spoken of by some writers as having a 
peculiar influence upon the nervous system, by 
virtue of which it produces its sedative effect 
upon arterial action. 

Dr. McClurg, Philadelphia, (Mepicat anp 
Sureicat Reporter, May 21, 1859,) says: “The 
veratrum viride is unquestionably one of the most 
active and reliable medicines used by the profes- 
sion, and its effects upon the system are doubtless, 
in my mind, produced through the medium of the 
nervous system, and particularly the sympathetic 
part of this system. * * * It produces its 
influence not upon the brain primarily, but upon 
the cerebrum abdominale, that organic nervous 
centre which sends branches to and presides over 
the organs of involuntary motion, quite inde- 
pendent of the brain, and imparts power, tone, 
and energy to them in its normal condition, and 
weakness and derangement to them in its abnor- 
mal state.” Hence, he argues, we should expect, 
and really do find it influencing more powerfully 
thoseeorgans under the immediate supervision of 
this nerve. 

From the record thus presented of the powers 
of the veratram. we may readily infer that cases 
should frequently occur in which alarming results 
have followed its employment in a careless or in- 
advertent manner. Without attempting to detail 
any of these instances, we may remark that none 
proved fatal. Where the doses had been con- 


tinued too long, or too frequently repeated by an 


over-zealous attendant, or where children or 
others had swallowed enormous quantities, even 
as much as one ounce, the uniform effect was 
emesis, which speedily relieved the patient of the 
drug; after which, in some cases, great prostra- 
tion ensued, though always easily remedied by 
the use of opiates and alcohol—the former to 
subdue the gastric disturbance, the latter to 
stimulate and revive the patient from the alarm- 
ing state of sinking into which he had been 
thrown. In addition, a sinapism over the epigas- 
trium is of marked value. In some, prior to the 
inception of free vomiting, the prostration and 
nausea are intense, but rapidly disappear after 
emesis. In fact it has been Goquent y noticed 
that this formed, as it were, a crisis in the disease, 
under which Soe may have been laboring, 
and was followed by a rapid amelioration of 
the symptoms, 

From the cases reported, it would appear that 


in the acute phi this remedy has been most 
successfully employed, 
from the know 


as we would at once infer 
curative properties; thus, in 
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C. 8. Bishop, of this city, and favorably known 
to most of us, as to its eminent services in in- 
flammatory action after injuries or surgical oper- 
ations. 

We must be pardoned for once more quotin 
the language of others. In the above-mention 
report to the Massachusetts Medical Society, Dr. 
B. says: “One of the first patients to whom I 
gave this remedial agent was a medical student 
injured about the face and neck by the explosion 
of fireworks. I saw him two hours after the 
accident, applied glycerin and lime-water to the 
burns, and gave eight drops of the tincture 
veratri viridis every two hours! The next morn- 
ing his pulse had fallen from 100 to 51. He had 
taken forty drops of the medicine, having omitted 
two doses on account of nausea. He continued 
to take enough to keep his pulse about 60 for 
thirty-six hours, by the end of which time that 
cere of the burn which was merely reddened, 

ad resumed its natural color, and that which 
was vesicated was pale, and healing rapidly. 
From the time that the sedative influence of the 
veratrum became established, he felt no pain.” 

Dr. B. mentions several other cases, and re- 
marks: “In fractures I ordinarily give it four or 
five days, and find that there is much less pain 
and swelling at the seat of injury than is gener- 
ally seen in these cases—the fractures uniting 
just as readily and the patient’s comfort being 
greatly increased thereby. After surgical opera- 
tions, where I wish to avoid inflammation and 
promote union by the first intention, I usually 
resort to veratrum viride.” 

Acknowledging it to possess a peculiar influ- 
ence over the nervous system, we are prepared to 
find it employed beneficially in affections specially 
due to nervous irritability. Thus its advocates 
unite in extolling it as of great value in conval- 
sions of all kinds, whether of adults or infants. 
We cannot forbear again referring to Dr. Bishop, 
who relates the case of a little girl, aged four 
years, laboring under convulsions from con 
tion of the brain. Pulse 120. Applied cold to 
the head, and gave 1} drops of the tincture vera- 
tri viridis every hour. Three doses were given, 
when she broke out into a profuse, cold perspira- 
tion, with all the symptoms of prostration. The 
friends becoming alarmed, summoned the doctor, 
who did not arrive until about two hours, or four 
and a half hours from the time she was first seen. 
Instead of finding her dead, she was lying upon 
the bed, playing with a doll, perfectly relieved, 
her pulse 72. 

From its action in our own hands, we are pre- 
red to anticipate the happiest results in in- 
tile convulsions, than which there is scarcely 

any affection of childhood more alarming, or of 
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monia, pleurisy, 
pleuro- pneumonia, acute ation, harditie, 
ritonitis, and acute erysipelas, it never failed 
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which the treatment is less satisfactory. 
7d, Lancaster, Penoa., and 


excitement and mania, 
neat cure followed. 
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In pulmonary and kindred affections, its ex- 
pectorant powers come into play, and we incline 
to the belief that it would form a valuable 
adjuvant to most cough mixtures. 

Of its value as a tonic and diuretic, but little 
has been written. Concerning the former, we 
are at a loss to understand how an agent of this 
class could act, and would be extremely loath to 
be the instrument of indacing such a belief in 
the minds of any of our hearers. 

Its successful administration in various cuta- 
neous affections has also been reported. Dr. 
Workman, of Worcester, Mass., used it in a 
number of cases of obstinate prurigo, which had 
resisted various other remedies. He applied it 
in the form of an ointment made of the pulverized 
root, with sulphur and lard, producing consider- 
able irritation of the skin, severe burning and 
smarting, but was completely successful in re- 
moving the disease. Dr. B. F. Schneck, Lebanon, 
Penna., reports a case of herpes zoster, where 
the eruption extended over a large surface. being 
much inflamed and exceedingly painful. Every- 
thing had failed to relieve the attack, which had 
lasted for six or eight weeks. He then gave four 
drops of the tincture every four hours. In one 
week the pains had much diminished, and by the 
end of the second the eruption had disappeared, 
and the parts were completely healed. 

Without enlarging further upon the therapeu- 
tical uses of the subject of our essay, we shall 
conclude this paper, which, though long, we hope 
has not been without interest, by a summary 
of the knowledge thus attempted to be imparted 
concerning the veratrum viride. 

Ist. The tincture, as prepared according to the 
above formula, is the most reliable and preferabje 
means of administering this remedy. 

2d. ‘The dose for an adult should be from five 
to ten drops, varied according to the urgency of 
the symptoms, the indications, age, and strength 
of the patient, and repeated at intervals of from 
one to four hours. To children, say of one year, 
the quantity should be much smaller, say one to 
two drops, carefully watched. 

3d. Nausea and vomiting, especially the latter, 
are not necessary in order to produce the full 
effect of the remedy, though in certain cases its 
power is not shown until such results are pro- 
duced. 

4th. When the case is urgent, and circum- 
stances permit, the quantity may be advantage- 
ously increased by one drop every dose, or every 
other dose, until diaphoresis, etc. occur, when the 
quantity should be diminished, or the remedy en- 
tirely withdrawn, according as indications may 
suggest. 

5th. Veratrum viride is a valuable arterial and 
nervous sedative, employed either by itself or as 
an adjuvant to kindred agents. 

6th. It is as safe a member of the materia 
medica as any we possess, merely requiring, in 
common with the majority, a due degree of cau- 
tion in its employment, and being, like all, liable 
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to fail in special cases, as where idiosyncrasies 
may exist. 

ith. In the treatment of low forms of fever, 
or inflammatory or other diseases in old people, 
or those already debilitated, it is to be preferred 
to the lancet, and in fact relieves without depriv- 
ing the patient of any portion of the vital fluid. 

8th. To derive the greatest good from this 
agent, it is not desirable to bring the pulse much 
or at all below the normal rate, only being careful, 
other things being equal, to maintain it about 
that point, without suffering it to rise. 

Nore.—Professor Joseph Carson, President of 
the Society, having called the attention of the 
writer to the supposed identity of veratria and 
the alkaloid obtained from the veratrum viride, 
he would offer, in elucidation of that point, the 
following abstracts :— 

In an inaugural essay on Veratrum Viride, by 
T. R. Mitchell, published in the American Jour- 
nal of Pharmacy, vol. ix. page 181, we find the 
report of some experiments with the “ decoction, 
which was of a slight red color, a mucilaginous 
appearance, and formed precipitates with subace- 
tate of lead in solution, with a persalt of iron, 
and alcohol.” These experiments were continued 
with a tincture, 3j of the bruised root to f3ij of 
alcohol, and also an ethereal tincture. His ob- 
servations led him to conclude that in this plant 
there exists “gum, resin, starch, red coloring 
matter, wax, sugar, a bitter proximate principle, 
(supposed to be analogous to veratria,) and gallic 
acid combined with the penn 

An inaugural essay, by H. W. Worthington, 
published in the American Journal of Phar- 
macy, vol. x. page 89, gives, in addition to the 
botanical history, the medical properties and 
chemical history. His experiments led him to 
the same conclusion as that of Mr. Mitchell; 
both agreeing as to the presence of a bitter prin- 
ciple identical with veratria. 

Mr. Worthington denies it any cathartic act 
He took one-fourth of a grain of an alcoholic 
extract, made by digesting one ounce of the root 
in four ounces of absolute alcohol for four days, 
then filtering and evaporating. It caused an 
acrid, burning sensation in the mouth, and com- 
municated to the throat and fattces a sense of 
dryness and heat, which finally reached the 
stomach. In an hour this became intense, and 
frequent hiccough ensued. Violent vomiting fol- 
lowed, occurring every ten or fifteen minutes, for 
the space of an hour, with dizziness and tremor, 
which passed off with the effects of the dose. In 
addition, he had a copious secretion of saliva, and 
discharge of mucus from the nose and stomach. 
The pulse was scarcely perceptible, and was re- 
duced from 68 to 52 pulsations per minute. At 
intervals of two or three weeks he repeated the 
dose, with the same effects. 

In the American Journal of Pharmacy, third 
series, vol. v. puge 204, we find an inaugural 
essay, by Jos. G. Richardson, of Philadelphia. 
He experimented with the alkaloid obtained from 
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the veratrum viride, and tabulates the results ob- 
tained ; arriving at the conclusion that “not only 
in its physical characteristics, but also in its 
chemical reactions, the alkaloid of veratrum 
viride 7s identical with the veratria of the vera- 
trum sabadilla.” 


(Discussion next week.) 
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Pror. Atonzo Ciarx takes issue with the ac- 
cepted definition of Bright’s disease. He main- 
tains that the large, white kidney, which has its 
own symptoms, is produced by a little modifica- 
tion of the same diseased action which will pro- 
duce the small, contracted kidney, and that 
whatever post-mortem appearances the kidney 
may present in this disease—waxy or firm, large 
and white, or small and contracted—they are due 
to one and the same diseased condition acting 
under slight modifications. Fatty kidney is 
spoken of, but he does not believe there is an 
such degeneration in any part of the body whic 
is not the result of the same diseased action, and 
he looks upon fatty degeneration in any organ as 
the result of the same action which will in one 
case produce white, in another small and hard 
kidney; must consider fatty degeneration as an 
accident resulting from an anterior morbid con- 
dition. 

The disease is thought to be increasing, but 
this is only apparent. Early writers thought the 
same, and we now see nothing more than they 
saw. In one day he found 15 cases in Bellevue 
Hospital; and at another time, among 67 pa- 
tients, he found 5 well-marked cases. This shows 
how important is this disease in private practice. 

The first viscble manifestations of this disease 
may be found in the kidney, the result of con- 
gestive action which is the effect of a change of 
action in the ganglionic chain of nerves supply- 
ing the kidney. Saas and inflammation in 
any part he regards as dependent upon change of 
action in the ganglionic system of nerves supply- 
ing that part. Congestions are mechanical, ac- 
tive or passive. The latter exists in this disease, 
the consequence of which is to reduce the kidney 
to a condition in which it can no longer eliminate 
urea from the blood. Urmia, therefore, expresses 
the symptomatology of the disease. 

It has been affirmed that ammonia may be 
detected in the breath of all persons affected 
with Bright’s disease, but upon actual trial he 
found that the breath of many thus affected con- 
tained no ammonia, while it could be found in 
that of many who had not Bright's disease; in 
fact, that it was no more likely to be found in 
one case than in the other. He, therefore, 
assumes that urea produces the poisonous effects 
witnessed, and that ura@méa expresses the con- 
dition. 

One of the symptoms is a waxen, dingy pale- 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 





167 


ness of the skin. This is not a first symptom, 
but the result of a change which has produced a 
condition of cachexia. e often see this com- 
plexion and find no other indication of albuminu- 
ria, and the patient dies ultimately of Bright’s 
disease. No albumen may be found. in the urine, 
yet a post mortem will reveal disease of the kid- 
ney. (£dema is the next most frequent occur- 
rence, and is as likely to happen in the feet as in 
the face; it gradually increases and spreads from 
part to part, till the sufferer becomes perfectly 
a yen, Why uremia produces this dropsi- 
cal condition of all the connected tissues of the 
body, although various conjectures have been 
offered in explanation, is to me a mystery. 
Amaurosis is a striking, but not a frequent 
occurrence. One or both eyes may be affected, 
Examination with the ophthalmoscope has re- 
vealed spots in the bottom of the eye, supposed 
to be fatty degeneration of the optic nerve, which 
is the cause of the amaurosis. This symptom is 
confined to the first form of the disease, white 
kidney. Sudden cedema of the lungs is another 
marked symptom. That it should continue for a 
short time and then rapidly subside, is a well- 
known fact, of which he can give no explanation. 
Dyspepsia, vomiting, and flatulency are common 
accompaniments, Vomiting is associated with 
great distress across the stomach, and this vom- 
iting often continues unremittingly, even when 
the stomach is absolutely empty. Convulsions 
are of frequent occurrence, the eftect of urea in 
the circulation acting upon the brain for which 
it has vital affinities. Convulsions are not a most 
frequent occurrence, but they are one of the 
most fatal symptoms, Sometimes a diseased 
kidney will be the only indication of the true 
cause of these convulsions. There is always a 
marked tendency to inflammations of a grave 
character — pericarditis, pneumonia, erysipelas, 
inflammations of the leg and other parts. One- 
half of the recorded cases of death are from 
acute inflammations. A noticeable fact is the 
peculiar influence of nervines and narcotics upon 
those whose blood is loaded with urea—} gr. 
morphia produced death in one instance; in 
another, 40 drops tr. opii, and the same quantity 
repeated next day, produced death. Opiates 
thus given do not produce profound narcotism, 
but a condition of great agitation, in which the 
atient is unable to answer questions; the pupil 
is not contracted, and pulse grows more and more 
a till it finally ceases. Veratrum viride 
and aconite produce the same effects, by aiding 
urea in its action. Patients do not recover when 
these symptoms have commenced. 
To be continued. 


— + 


The Montyon Prize of 2500 Francs.—The 
acon of Sciences of Paris has awarded to 
Messrs. Lallemand, Perrin, and Duroy the above 
prize for their work “On the Action of Alcohol. 
and of Anwsthetics on the System.” It was the 
only prize on medicine and surgery awarded this 
year. 
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NEW YORK COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


May 5, 1862. 


VACCINE VIRUS AND VACCINATION, 


Dr. J. P. Lotnes, House Physician of the 
Eastern Dispensary, read a paper on Vaccine 
Virus and the Practice of Vaccination at the 
Present Day, of which the following is a brief 
summary of the more important topics :— 

Dr. Lornes says it is important to mention 
that as the period of incubation of small-pox 
is long compared with that of cow-pox, always 
vaccinate an exposed individual up to the time 
of the breaking out of small-pox, and if you do 
not prevent entirely you make it milder, and 
some say you may vaccinate after the eruption 
appears with benefit. 

© produce the true vaccine disease, the pref- 
erable mode is to use fresh vaccine lymph, taken 
from a perfect vesicle on a healthy child be- 
tween the fifth and ninth days before the forma- 
om of the areola. This was Dr. Jenner’s golden 
rule. 

Erysipelas generally occurs as a complication 
in spring, but alway gets well under the local 
application of warm water. Out of 50,000 vac- 
cinated in eight years, over 400 cases of erysip- 
elas have occurred after the sixth day, none con- 
tinuing on to suppuration, all having been treated 
simply with warm water. But these accidents 
are most likely to arise from late lymph. 

In obtaining lymph from a vesicle, care should 
be taken not to prick through the vesicle into 
the vein, for as soon as the blood stops you have 
serum and not albuminous vaccine. Sometimes, 
however, the vesicle will seem to distill large 
quantities, like a gland, so that you may obtain a 
bulk of fluid many times greater than the size of 
the vesicle itself. 

The lymph when taken should always be clear, 
light, and thio, almost like water. It shows ver 
little on the ce and soon evaporates. If it 
coates the quill thickly, it is proof that it is too 
old. The best and most reliable characteristic 
about this early lymph is its general beneficence. 
I do not think that there are any well authenti- 
cated cases on record where it has been the 
vehicle of poisonous infection of any kind, while 
that from the same vesicle used after the inflam- 
matory process had set in has frequently been 
the cause of disease and death. 

A good use may be made of vaccine in curin 
nevi materni, and its styptic properties are suc 
that I can always staunch their blood with it. I 
have also vaccinated at the scrobiculus cordis in 
pertussis with benefit. 

Referring again to the progress in the develop- 
ment of the vesicle, the blood and other inflam- 
matory products are further variously purified in 
the scab by the twenty-first day, and it separates 


‘or can be dissected off from the cellular tissue. 


The color of the top of the scab is modified by 
that of the skin, lightest from a blonde, a lym- 
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phatic, or sanguine temperament; darker from 
the brunette or bilious; and highest colored from 
the pigmentum nigrum of the African. If the 
crust consists of pure, hard lymph, the lighter 
and clearer the better, that is, it contains less 

us, blood, and other unnecessary material ; but 
if friable or soft, as if mixed with pus, etc. the 
lighter the worse. 

I believe that vaccination from one to another, 
from pure eighth-day lymph, never deteriorates, 
no matter how many removes; but that from 
scab to scab gradually loses its protective power. 
A scab can never be quite so pure as the eighth- 
day lymph, besides a scab which remains on the 
site of the sore for several days after it separates 
from the cellular tissue may spoil from the heat 
of the arm, or of fire, or the sun. 

Although it may be the rule that one vaccina- 
tion will protect an individual from small-pox for 
life, yet as no person can be assured that he is 
not one of the exceptions, frequent revaccina- 
tion, say as often as every five or six years, con- 
stitutes the only safety. 

As varioloid varies in intensity, from a mere 
water-pock to a well-marked small-pox, and a 
revaccination, from a rapid, imperfect pustale, to 
a regular and stated vaccine disease, we may 
safely adopt the theory that in proportion as the 
protective power gradually leaves the system, so 
the recurrent. vaccine vesicle will be more or less 
perfect. Hence it is very important to use no- 
thing but eighth-day lymph in these cases ; this 
will constitute a sure test, and renew the protec- 
tive power till it equals that of a primary vacci- 
nation. : 

Dr. Tuompson remarked that a mixture of col- 
lodion, tannin, and iron, had been used at Quran- 
tine, with good effect, in preventing pitting; the 
object of the mixture being accomplished by 
excluding the light with the black mark thus 
formed. 

Dr. Finnett had used and seen used eve 
preparation that had ever been recommended, 
and in every manner, to test its efficiency, and 
had come to the conclusion that nothing was of 
any use. 

Dr. Mriuuer thought well of a strong solution 
of nitrate of silver; had used it in a case of con- 
fluent small-pox, commencing on the third day of 
the eruption, and applying it four or five times a 
day. He thought it aborted the pustules, not by 
excluding air nor light, but by its disinfectin 
power. In his case the pits on the hands an 
neck were deep, while the face was smooth. 

Dr. Lornes seldom vaccinated a child with 
eczema, but found no bad effect with any other 
eruption ; found t difficulty in making vac- 
cine take in children tainted with syphilitic in- 
fection; vaccinated one case over a hundred 
times and then succeeded; often from five to 
twenty times. 

Dr. Percy vaccinated a woman pregnant 
about three months; he afterward vaccinated 
her child fourteen times before it took, and then 





it left no mark. He also vaccinated a gentle- 
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man whose wife was confined 290 days after- 
ward, and whose child he could not vaccinate. 
Was the vaccinating of the parents in these 
cases the reason of the difficulty in vaccinatin 
the children? If variola may be osatmdatal 
in utero, why may not vaccinia? 





TRANSACTIONS OF THE BROOKLYN 
MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 


Danie. Ayres, M.D., President. 


Case of Gangrene of Lower Extremity ; Am- 
} By J. H. Hobart Burge, 
M.D., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Mrs.-B., seventy-five _— of age, residing in 
Otsego County, in this State, was attacked Sep- 
tember 3d, 1861, with cholera morbus, terminating 
in dysentery. On the 6th, about the time the 
dysenteric symptoms were relieved, a violent 
pain seized her in the left foot and leg. There 
was no other symptom of inflammation. The 
surface was both paler and colder than natural, 
and there was no tumefaction. The pain con- 
tinued violent twenty-four hours, and then grad- 
ually decreased, the limb becoming insensible. 
In the mean time heat, stimulants, and friction 
had been employed. Reddish spots now appeared 
upon the foot and leg—one as high as the inser- 
tion of the ligamentum patelle. These gradually 
changed to lead color and purple. Poultice of 
yeast and charcoal was now ordered. After sev- 
eral days a distinct line of demarkation between 
the living and the dead made its appearance at 
the usual site of the garter, just below the tuber- 
osity of the tibia, and extending somewhat irreg- 
ularly around the limb. In front, however, this 
line was not clearly defined—the dark leaden hue 
extending upward over the patella. 

By the 24th of September the effort of nature 
to throw off the offending member had become of 
more decided inflammatory character. Redness, 
swelling, heat, and pain were all present at the 
knee, and contianel slowly to increase, both in 
activity and extent, till the time of the amputa- 
tion. I first saw the case on the 30th of Septem- 
ber, and although these evidences of inflammation 
in the knee were unmistakable and gradually in- 
creasing, the symptoms were not very acute. 
All below the line of demarkation, already re- 
ferred to, was cold and pulseless. The patient, 
who was naturally of vigorous constitution, was 
now very much enfeebled. The arterial circula- 
tion, which was everywhere weak, could not be 
felt in the popliteal of the gangrenous limb, and 
was but just perceptible in the femoral. Her 
stomach and bowels had returned to a pretty 
healthy condition, and her appetite was partially 
restored. She had no objection to the removal 
of the limb, if I advised it. Upon consultation, 
October 2d, with Dr. Drake, of Westford, and 
Dr. Smith, of Cooperstown, it was decided that 
her only chance for life depended upon amputa- 
tion, and that nothing was to be gained by 
longer delay. With the assistance of these gen- 
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tlemen, I therefore proceeded immediately to 
operate, It was about one o’clock p.m. The 
patient had taken a light breakfast, and, by my 
direction, no dinner. I administered a Tittlo 
brandy and water, after which Dr. Drake gave 
ether, by inhalation, to the influence of which the 
patient proved very pleasantly susceptible. No 
disagreeable symptoms arising, I operated at 
the lower third, making the anterior flap from 
without inward, and the posterior from within 
outward. We were prepared to find some dis- 
eased condition of the main artery, but were 
quite uncertain as to the nature of that disease, 
The popliteal and part of the femoral were en- 
tirely impervious. The profunda and two other 
branches required ligature, but did not bleed 
vigorously, We attempted to tie the femoral, 
but the ligature cut through at once, whereupon 
we reapplied it with better success a little farther 
from the extremity. This was not probably 
necessary, but in our uncertainty as to the exact 
nature of the disease, we conceived that it might 
be an additional safeguard against secondary 
hemorrhage. 

After an hour, adjusted the flaps with sutures 
and adhesive strips, and applied a cloth dipped 
in cold water. She suffered nothing from the 
operation. To insure a comfortable night, a 
little Dover’s powder and — were given. 
Rested well all night; only awaking occasionally 
to take a little weak milk-punch. This was the 
first night of even comparative comfort that she 
had experienced since the commencement of her 
illness, for although the pain was greatly dimin- 
ished after the first twenty-four hours, and after 
the limb became dead to all external impressions, 
it had constantly been sufficient to deprive 

er of rest. 

Since October 3d to the present time, (Decem- 
ber 10th,) she has taken no medicine, has slept 
well at night, and been almost entirely free from 
pain. The treatment has consisted of generous 
diet with a wineglass of Scotch ale three or four 
times a day, and locally water-dressings. Very 
little inflammatory action appeared, and a large 

ortion of the wound healed by first intention. 
or two weeks there was scarcely any discharge, 

In the night of October 14th, the friends were 
alarmed by a pretty copious flow of pus mixed 
with venous blood. It soon, however, became 
entirely purulent and was laudable, both in quality 
and quantity. The first ligature came away about 
the third week, the second and third about the 
fourth and fifth weeks. The fourth was retained 
two months, notwithstanding gentle traction was 
made upon it daily. At the end of this period 
it separated, but did not seem to come away 
entire. It is ten weeks to-day (December 10th) 
since the operation, and at last accounts the 
patient was sitting up five or six hours daily and 
gaining strength. Stump looking well. ; 

Many questions of practical import arose in 
connection with this case. Such as, is this 





roperly gangrena senilis? Is it dry or wet, or 
hes it pavtabe of the nature of both? Does it 
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end upon some constitutional cause, or is it 
entirely local? May we posed trace it to 
some traumatic origin? If we amputate, have 
we no reason to fear gangrene in the stump? If 
there be arterial disease, are all the arteries in a 
diseased condition so as to render a similar 
obstruction liable to occur elsewhere at any 
moment? Is the obstruction in the circulation 
caused by mere feebleness of the current giving 
rise to a stasis, and thus forming a thrombosis; 
or is there a thrombosis caused by a lesion of 
the main artery? 
. In reference to the possibility of some injury 
having been sustained by the affected limb, 
learned by inquiry that a few hours oem 
twenty-four) before the violent pain in the limb 
commenced, the patient arose hastily from bed 
to answer an urgent call of nature, and had a 
partial fall. I shall enter upon no discussion of 
the other questions, as most of them find a ready 
answer in the condition of the severed limb, 
which was as follows: Popliteal artery entirely 
closed by a clot. The other tissues at and near 
the point of amputation were in a pretty healthy 
condition. Below the knee the cutaneous and 
subcutaneous tissues were disorganized, while 
the deeper muscles were in a state of preserva- 
tion, giving evidence that they had retained some 
degree of vitality to the last, and accounting for 
the unusual amount of pain which had been ex- 
perienced after the mortification occurred. 


Dr. Jones's Case of Calculus in the Urethra, in 
a Child of Fourteen Months. 


An infant, aged fourteen months, residing in 
York Street, in this city, was brought to me by 
its mother while lying in a convulsion which had 
then lasted, according to her account, over two 
hours. She informed me that the child had not 
passed any water for four days.(?) I found 
upon examining the little sufferer that its bladder 
was very much distended and. hard, forming a 
tumor above the symphisis pubis, of large size 
for a child of this age, and ascertained that this 
distention was caused by an obstruction in the 
urethra. Manipulations by others, previously 
made, had, together with the presence of this 
foreign substance in the urethra, caused much 
swelling and tenderness of the parts, rendering 
any attempt on my part to pass an instrument 
extremely — and causing a very free dis- 
charge of blood. Pressure by means of warm 
water having failed to afford relief after a fair 
trial, I procured assistance, and it was deemed 
necessary to immediately operate, in order to 
prevent the bladder from being ruptured, and 
relieve the little sufferer from its agonizing pain. 

I was very kindly and efficiently assisted in 
the operation by my friends Drs. J. T. Conkling 
and J. P. Colgan, Jr. After the patient was 
sufficiently under the influence of an anesthetic, 
which was administered by an intelligent student 
of mine, Mr. R. M. Deering, I commenced the 
operation by introducing a small-sized male 
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catheter very carefully down to the obstruction, 
which appeared very hard and very firmly im- 
pacted in the urethra, in the immediate vicinity 
of the neck of the bladder; one of the gentlemen 
held this in posititon while I made an incision 
on the median line on through the perineum 
down to the point of the obstruction, sufficiently 
large to enable me to introduce a pair of strong 
forceps and grasp the foreign body and remove 
it. At the same time I dislodged it, the catheter 
was passed forward into the bladder and the 
urine gradually drawn off through it. 

The wound was closed with adhesive strips 
and cold water-dressing applied; it healed by 
first intention without an untoward symptom, 
notwithstanding the mother managed, during the 
first two days the child wore the instrument, to 
get it out of the bladder four times, although 
every precaution was taken to secure it in posi- 
tion. The catheter was removed on the eleventh 
day, and the patient rapidly progressed to health. 

The obstruction was caused by a calculus, 
which I present to the Society; it is about as 
large as a pea and irregular in shape, having a 
number of rounded angles. 

The case appeared to be an interesting one 
on account of the age of the child, a nursing 
infant, the ienatiunet period of retention of the 
urine, and I believe it to be as young, if not the 
youngest, case ever operated upon for this cause. 


Slustrations of Hospital Practice. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SUR- 
GEONS, NEW YORK. 
Clinic of Professor ALONZO CLARK. 


May 1, 1862. 
EPILEPSY. 


It is a singular fact that in nearly every case of 
epilepsy the face is drawn over the eft shoulder, 
and the body is turned to the left during the 
commencement of an attack; of this characteris- 
tic I know no explanation, The attack is also 
almost always marked by a noisy, restrained in- 
spiration, and so constant and peculiar is this 
feature that, on hearing the inspiration behind 
my back in public assemblies, I have, on dif- 
ferent occasions, at once correctly diagnosed 
arg 5 This lad had convulsions in infancy, 
but I have not made up my mind as to the im- 
portance of this fact in connection with sub- 
sequent epilepsy, or whether indeed there be any 
connection between the two. 

No plan of treatment is sufficiently successful 
to satisfy us. That of Van der Kolk is the one 
I have adopted. He agrees with Marshall Hall. 
in that the seat of the disease is the medulla 
oblongata. There is a morbidly exalted sensi- 
bility and irritability of the ganglionic cells of that 
organ—“an overaction of the reflective centre 





from increased vascular supply and exaggerated. 
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nutritive change.” I have seen temporary relief 
obtained by the free use of sulphate of zinc; 
counter-irritation to the back of the neck: first 
a blister, then an issue, then a seton, in con- 
nection with tartar emetic, in one-tenth grain 
doses, and drachm doses of inf. digitalis, con- 
tinued for some time. From the favorable re- 
sults I have seen of this treatment, I am inclined 
to continue it. Very much may often be obtained 
by keeping your patient upon vegetable diet ; I 
have seen very marked improvement by the sim- 
ple use of a vegetable diet without any medica- 
tion. Epileptics are apt to eat voraciously, and 
nothing is more apt to bring on an attack than 
some article of indigestible food. A powder 
magazine is a perfectly safe thing till a spark 
of fire is thrown into it, and so the epileptic 
diathesis, or susceptibility, may remain dormant 
till some exciting cause, however small, shall 
bring on an explosion. 





UNIVERSITY MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Clinique of Pror. Beprorp. 
May 11th. 
CRUSTA LACTEA 


Depends upon irritation of the gums from denti- 
tion, and usually occurs about the sixth or 
seventh month, the time when the teeth begin 
to appear. Needs but little more than cleanliness, 


NZVUS MATERNUS. 


This is a congenital trouble; mother cannot 
account for it by a longing or vivid impression 
during pregnancy; child is eight weeks old, and 
therefore not old enough for an operation; 
should use nitric acid in this case, as it leaves 
but little scar and heals kindly. 


RACHITIS,. 


The spinal column performs a most important 
and necessary service. If you stand or walk erect, 
it is because the spinal column is right; in hump- 
backs the head sinks behind the shoulders be- 
cause there is a defect in the vertebral column. 
The name of this disease does not indicate its 
remedies, which are fully understood only when 
you comprehend its pathology. An inseparable 
condition is deficiency of hard matter or phos- 
phate of lime in the system. Dip a bone in 
nitric acid and the a of lime is destroyed, 
and you can wind it around your hand: the 
animal matter remains. Throw a bone in the 
fire and animal matter is destroyed, and it be- 
comes brittle and crumbles between your fingers : 
animal matter is destroyed and the earthy only 
remains. ‘These two elements must be in certain 
and proper proportion to constitute healthy 
bone. This child has a deficiency of bony matter. 
An old man walking complains suddenly of 
lameness and inability to walk. The discerning 
physician at once declares fracture of the thigh, 
though the cause has been so slight as not to 
lead the old man to suspect it: deficiency of 
animal matter. Bathe the boy in salt water once 
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or twice a day, give him five drops of the s 
of the iodide of iron three Sa day, and al 
him down to the beach and let him play like a 
duck. Such children may be fed on phosphate 
of lime, and even nurses so fed will impart it to 
their nurslings and thus correct the disease. 


SUSPECTED VESICO-VAGINAL FISTULA. 


This woman has been twelve years married, and 
has had five children—the first two born alive, 
the last three still-born. The living children 
were delivered without assistance; the third was 
dead some time before it was born; the fourth was 
also born dead, and the fifth was delivered with 
forceps after three hours’ labor. The professor 
believed that inasmuch as this woman had been 
delivered of her first two living children without 
assistance, and of her third and fourth without in- 
terference, though they were dead, the accoucheur 
was not justified in resorting to forceps so soon 
after the beginning of labor, thus exposing the 
mother to the risk of fistula. He wished to em- 
phasize a lesson he had often taught in his lectures 
and writings, not to resort too hastily to the use 
of foreeps. He would have the golden rule in- 
scribed upon the tablet of every man’s — 
“Do unto others as you would have others do 
unto you.” The womb is down on a level with 
the vulva, water dribbles away during the day, 
but not at night, and she can pass it pretty well 
in the morning. The professor assumes that the 
‘neck of the bladder has been — paralyzed, 
he not having been able to find, upon a partial 
examination, satisfactory evidence of fistula, and 
prescribes ten drops tr. canth., in half a wine- 
glassful of cold water, three times a day, and 
sends off the patient to await a further examina- 
tion next week. 


PERTUSSIS 


Is not an inflammatory disease. When an in- 
flammatory result is detected in a post mortem, 
it is an effect, a complication, and not the disease 
itself. Pertussis is a neurose or nervous disease, 
and must be treated accordingly. Give the child 
R.—Syr. ipecac. f$ss; Tr. hyosciam. f3ss; thirty 
drops three times a day. Fresh air and proper 
regimen in these cases is worth all the medication 
in the world. 


[It is impossible to do full justice to Professor 
Bedford’s clinique by even a verbatim report; 
much of its interest consists in the genial good 
humor and suavity of manner with which he em- 
bellishes his remarks, in themselves eminently 
rhetorical and glowing ; but their embellishments 
do not conceal their real intrinsic merit. This 
consists, in a gue degree, in the straightfor- 
ward, practical, common sense which is their 
basis, and the rational and often original methods 
of diagnosis and treatment he introduces. Thor- 
oughly scientific, yet simple and clear in explana- 
tion, possessing rare knowledge of human nature 
by intuition, and combining the suaviter in modo 
cum fortitor in re in an unusual degree, no one 
can fail to be toth pleased and instructed.] 
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LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL, 


Reported by Witiiam Gitrituan, M.D., 
Secretary to the Faculty of the Hospital. 


During the month of April, 1862, there were 
575 patients treated in the in-door and out-door 
= of the Long Island College Hos- 
pital. 

Of this number 338 were medical cases, 176 


, surgical, and 61 were diseases of women. In the 


treatment of these cases 953 prescriptions were 
dispensed in the establishment. 

The following is a correct classification of the 
diseases under treatment, but in order to avoid 
prolixity it is somewhat generic, as all the dis- 
eases, etc. incident to this latitude are repre- 
sented, and their specific enumeration would be 
tedious, and would occupy a large amount of 
space. There were, of diseases of the— 


NEPrvous BYGLOM. .ccccccccccevccsccosccecovceses - 9 cases. 
Digestive organs..........cssccecrecees Aaa 74 46 
Genito-urinary Organs. ........000 eee sesvesees 23 «6 

UDGS .crrcccveccccesecs coccce cocceeccceeeees cocceee oy « 
SN cteddvectssévdeiveves Sesceseoeecs pad ovecveese 4 «4 
IN Sus divctisvcesdehtccussadeosecitnstuies caviie 17 
GUE dasdos secsived oncdcecoceveccctssooccssacsotess 88s 
General systeM..eccsee sooee seseeees cece ccccecce 19 
Bones and joints........cccccceccccccces covccseve 10 «6 
BY ..cccesccocccnsessccceseccccscccccsocesoss covecece ll « 
BOE sc spscivecscine cevvecsesnqvecssce covessoncesesese 5 46 
ING des vriaisserictorisesccacsoecieve seesete mane 
DADO 5 ss0cccesccccesscnecseesveebosveesere 14 «6 
EE TE RO STE TT mam. * 
Abaoesses, 11: felons, 8 .ococcccccresccceccere 14 
Ulcers, 5; wounds, 10; contusions, 7...... 22 +8 
EE ak INNS Be vacsbasecedon qataps veencsses 5 
Tumors, 4; foreign bodies, 4; enlarged 

GIMAGE, F. croc sccsccsee recone cscccccceccssscocs mw 
Hernia, epulis, prolapsus ani, fistula in 

ano, ganglion, each 1......... 00+ sercceeeeees 6 « 
Intestinal WOrMs ....00svccc- sercssesscecessceeee » « 
SE AMIN cbesssn00 bacndeontosepespesebeesee 82s 
IOI cvsdksdsncstscnssacesqubesss coccocien 7 
Unclassified, etc., minor, etc............00006 44 « 

614 


Of the 61 cases of diseases of women, the fol- 
lowing is a specific classification, furnished by 
Professor E. N. Chapman :— 


Prolapsus uteri.........sseeesseses eee 
Procidentia uteri ............ 

Prolapsus vesica.......... 
Anteversion of uterus 





9 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Narrowing of cervix uteri............csceccecceeceeees 1 
Cancer of uterus .........eeseceeee biasicbodtneh dennis x 1 
Fibrous tumor.........+.sss0e pddéber Jovsbeos Sensedsqeens 1 
MAIN Rio50000 v0cccsercecssacévsccesse bosddvcseee wa 
Menorrhagia...... Pe evecedeceee ovees seccee conees sesees eee 8 
I a cemacece ocneee ocndcone daebnebets boskite aieées coo 72 
Ovarian dropsy ...... esses seeee $1 00eee coveee cveseres coe 2 
Debility from lactation .........cssscccsrsceseees covceen 4 
Abscess of breast. .......0+sceceecsseeees dans aetabeluesee 2 
Vascular tumor of urethra...,.ccccssosccsccsecesssoees 1 
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Change Of life ....:100.000000ccccsccescccccccccccccocccese 2 

Vaginitis Chronic..........000+ cesseceeeeessees pcstensene 1 

DIE, 6 vciccsnndivescstehessiceiessciaassaiioned 1 

Unenumerated...... Gibdaburdibvtbenbubeatiniedsviseel 4 

61 

To which add......... wnsiniisanuiatintiansds 514 

DRE: .cscctiastareessssseeisediorstomansind 575 
BRoox.yn, May 3d, 1862, 


<> 
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Weekly Summary of American Medical 
Journalism. 


By O. C. Grass, M.D. 


TREATMENT OF INTUSSUSCEPTION, 


In the Amer. Jour. of the Medical Sciences for 
January, Dr. J. L. Smith has an article of over 
twenty pages upon the subject of intussuscep- 
tion. We have space for a few concluding re- 
marks only :— 


“ There are three modes of favorable termina- 
tion: First, the reduction of the displaced intes- 
tine, with immediate relief. Secondly, a gradual 
subsidence of the symptoms and return to health; 
the displaced intestine remaining invaginated 
but being pervious, and becoming atrophied, con- 
tracted, or agglutinated, so as not to interfere 
with digestion or the normal action of the 
bowels. Thirdly, sloughing and expulsion of 
the invaginated mass. The second method is 
stated on the authority of Rilliet and other 
European observers. All who recovered in the 
preceding collection of cases recovered in the 
third mode, the expulsion of the mass occurring 
between the sixth and twelfth days, with an 
average of nine and a half. 

“There are two modes of death—first, by con- 
vulsions ; secondly, by exhaustion. The latter is 


the usual mode. The treatment ixsimple. Pur- - 


gatives are useless, if not injurious. As early 
as possible, large injections of water should be 
wall If these fail to reduce the intestine, air 
should next be thrown into the rectum, by means 
of a bellows or other contrivance, until the abdo- 
men is greatly distended. If the repeated use of 
air and water is unsuccessful, we should soon 
desist from active treatment, and endeavor to 
sustain the patient’s strength till the bowels are 
reopened by sloughing. Opiates should be given 
to relieve pain and keep in check the serous in- 
flammation, and when the abdomen is tender, 
poultices may be employed ; but further than this, 
4 reliance must be on nutritious diet and stimu- 
ation.” 
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In the Peninsular and Independent Medical 
Journal for November, 1858, we reported a case 
of intussusception overcome or reduced by copious 
injections of tepid water. We have condemned 
cathartics in such cases ever since we commenced 
the practice of medicine, and on more than one 
occasion been severely criticised for so doing. 
Our views upon some points connected with this 
subject may be found in the journal last named 
for August and December, 1859. Also in acute 
peritonitis we object to cathartics. 

In the Peninsular and Independent for De- 
cember, 1859, we used the following language :— 

“In acute peritonitis, we believe active cathar- 
tics should never be given. We believe that a 
worse treatment could not well be adopted, nor 
one better calculated to cut off all hopes of suc- 
cess. For ourselves, we had much rather the 
bowels would remain unopened for a week than 
to be moved by a cathartic until the acute in- 
flammation has abated. In eleven years’ prac- 
tice we have lost but two cases of acute perito- 
nitis. In both of those, occurring when young 
in practice, counsel was called by the friends, our 
opinions overruled, and cathartics given.” 





ANTAGONISTIC EFFECTS OF OPIUM AND THE MYDRI- 
ATICS. 


In the Amer. Jour. of the Medical Sciences, Dr. 
C. C. Lee has an article upon the above subject. 
The doctor supposes that the action of opium 
and belladonna (the latter is a representative of 
the mydriatics) are antagonistical, and two very 
interesting cases are given in illustration. As 
they are brief we quote them :-— 


“The first, a child, aged six years, had been 
given, in mistake for syrup of rhubarb, a drachm 
of succus belladonne, an unoflicinal preparation, 
very concentrated, and only used in collyria. 
The characteristic symptoms of belladonna pois- 
oning were almost immediately apparent; the 
child’s face became scarlet, and it tottered in- 
sensible to the floor. I was instantly sent for, 
and found the flush on the face deepening to a 
violet hue, the eyes fixed and staring, the pupils 
dilated to the utmost, tongue dry, pulse slow and 
bounding, and the child almost comatose. No 
stomach-pump was at hand, and I at once re- 
solved to test the effect of opium. Twenty drops 
of laudanum by the mouth, and the same amount 
by the rectum, were simultaneously given, and at 
intervals of a half hour the dose of twenty drops 
was repeated until the little patient had taken 
one hundred and twenty drops in all. After the 
third dose, the pupils began strongly to contract, 
the purple hue of the face to fade, and in three 
hours the child was well and running about the 
Toom. 

“The second case alluded to was, on the con- 
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trary, one of opium poisoning, occurring in a 
child, aged two years. The quantity of lauda- 
num taken cola not be ascertained; for the 
mother, who had given the drug, (as was sup- 
posed for the purpose of infantietie) obstinately 
refused to answer any question on the subject. 

“Enough, however, had been swallowed to 
render a fatal prognosis almost positive. The 
skin was pale, cold, and clammy, pulse feeble, 
and beating only forty to the minute, respiration 
slow and iekesione, on excessively contracted, 
and coma profound. A galvanic battery was sent 
for ; but when obtained was so out of order as to 
be useless. 

“Some tincture of belladonna, however, was at 
hand, and was instantly given in doses of fifteen 
minims, repeated at intervals of twenty minutes 
until four doses were taken. The first percepti- 
ble change was after the second dose, when the 
temperature of the skin rose several degrees ; 
= gradual, but was distinctly felt by the 

and,” 


To cut the report short, we will say that after 
the third dose, when spoken to, the child opened 
its eyes and showed signs of intelligence. About 
an hour after the fourth dose, “the child was to 
all appearances well.” 

These cases present a double proof of the an- 
tagonistic properties, reciprocally, of these two 
agents. First, the promptness with which alarm- 
ing symptoms of poisoning disappeared after com- 
mencing with the antidote. Second, the doses 
of the antidote were large enough to have proved 
poisonous, and would have done so had not the 
poison in the system antagonized the poisonous 
doses of the remedy. Toa child six years old, 
forty drops of laudanum at once, and twenty 
drops every half hour until one hundred and 
twenty drops are taken, would develop alarm- 
ing symptoms, unless neutralized by some other 
agent. 

If we rightly remember, the antagonistic powers 
of opium and belladonna were first made known 
by Dr. Joseph Anderson, of Edinburgh. Since 
that, others have made the same observation, 
and practiced accordingly. 

Bearing upon this subject, we would allude to 
a certain matter that we regard of the first im- 
portance. Under some circumstances, the prac- 
titioner is often in doubt about the propriety of 
giving opiates. There are occasionally perplex- 
ing head symptoms; the same set of symptoms 
may arise from opposite conditions: in one the 
opiate would act like a charm, perhaps, and in 
the other be worse than useless. 

For several years, the condition of the pupil of 
the eye has been our guide in doubtful cases. If 
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the pupil is dilated, the opiate will be borne well, 
and will be productive of benefit. If the pupil is 
unnaturally contracted, we do not give opium, 
though other symptoms may seem to demand it. 
Under these circumstances, we give belladonna, 
and always with an improvement of symptoms. 
We think valuable indications may be derived 
from the observance of these opposite conditions 
of the pupil. 

Opium produces an influence upon the brain 
that results in a contraction of the pupil. If 
that influence already exists as a morbid or dis- 
eased condition, manifested by the symptom just 
referred to, then opium coincides with the morbid 
or diseased condition, and increases or intensifies 
it, and consequently the patient is made worse. 
As belladonna produces an opposite influence 
upon the brain, it is the appropriate remedy 
under such circumstances. Again, belladonna 
produces an influence upon the brain that mani- 
fests itself in a dilatation of the pupil. If a 
morbid or diseased condition exists, producing 
this same symptom, then the administration of 
belladonna will only increase it, and make the 
patient worse. Under such circumstances, opium 
is the remedy. 

We do not remember of having seen this sub- 
ject previously referred to. Confident of its im- 
portance in a practical point of view, we earnestly 
commend it to the attention of the thinking and 
closely observing portion of the profession. 





THE INFLUENCE OF SLEEP OVER DISEASE. 


Some of our older practitioners, especially in 
the country, have been in the habit of having 
patients wakened every ten or fifteen minutes. 
This we regard as entirely wrong, and calculated 
but to increase the nervous irritability, intensify 
disease, and prolong the recovery. In Dr. Ware's 
tenth lecture on General Therapeutics, published 
in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for 
January 16th, a few remarks are made that have 
@ bearing upon the point under consideration. 
He says :— 

“In all forms and conditions of disease, both 
acute and chronic, the state of the patient as to 
sleep is an important consideration, both as re- 

rds his comfort, and also as regards the satis- 

actory progress of his case. ‘I'he nature of this 
condition of animal life we do not fully under- 
stand; we only know that it is a necessary one, 
and having a vast influence on the state of the 
system. Its purpose seems to be to afford an op- 
portunity, by the suspension of certain activities 
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of the system which require the exhaustion of 
those powers that emanate from the nervous sys- 
tem, for the reinforcement of those powers. Jt is 
also during sleep that the ey of the tissues by 
nutrition 18 provided for. Not that all nutrition 
is suspended during our waking hours, or that all 
waste is suspended during sleep; but that in two 
states of sleeping and waking there is rp sacs 
a large predominance of the repair and the waste. 
Sleep is not merely rest, as it has been sometimes 
considered, an entire rest of all the organs at 
once; it is something specifically different. It is 
a condition of an entirely different nature, and a 
condition for which rest is not, in any sense, a 
substitute. The mere facts of existence, without 
exercise, without fatigue; the simple going on of 
life—implies a certain expenditure of force, which 
renders necessary, at certain intervals, a suspen- 
sion of those functions of the brain and nervous 
system which are subservient to the phenomena 
of mind. It is possible that ordinary rest might 
afford an opportunity for the nutrition of all 
these tissues, except those which are the agents 
of the mind. But it seems to be necessary, for 
the repair of these, that the functions of the mind 
should also be suspended. Of the physical con- 
dition of the brain in sleep, and also concerning 
the peculiar state of the mind in sleep, notwith- 
standing the many theories which have been 
formed concerning them, we know nothing with 
certainty ; and this is not necessary to the prac- 
tical management of the sick. What should 
guide us is the knowledge that a certain amount 
of sleep, at proper intervals, is an absolute neces- 
sity, and that its absence or its deficiency is 
always a great evil, and to be prevented by every 
possible means. In acute diseases a sufficient 
amount of quiet sleep is at once a favorable indi- 
cation of the nature and issue of a case, and also 
is an important agent in the promotion of a 
favorable issue. Its absence, on the contrary, is, 
pro tanto, an unfavorable indication as to the 
result, and also promotes an unfavorable issue. 
Want of sleep adds to the sufferings of the pa- 
tient, and also to his exhaustion, and conse- 
quently interferes with the success of the sani- 
tary process, and impairs the power of recovery. 
In every point of view, then, the state of the pa- 
tient in this respect becomes the object of special 
attention. Salutary changes in the condition of 
a patient will be often found to take place during 
sleep, and to manifest themselves most obviously 
on awaking from that which has been sound and 
refreshing.” 


Dr. Ware advises that the various means ap- 
propriate to individual cases and circumstances 
be employed before resorting to opium. And 
even opium sometimes fails in bringing about the 
desired sleep. He says :— 

“ Where a full dose by the mouth either fails of 
effect, or produces unpleasant secondary effects, 


its administration by the rectum may succeed; 
and where full doses in both these ways fail, a 
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' repetition, at short intervals through the day, of 


very small doses, such as five or six drops of 
laudanum, or its equivalent of some other prepar- 
ation, will succeed. It must be phere | how- 
ever, that there are some patients so unfavorably 
affected by this drug, that in no way can it be 
endured.” 

In our hands, one full dose has had a much 
better effect in producing sleep than “small 
doses” at “short intervals.” 

The first effect of opium is that of a cerebral 
stimulant; if frequently repeated, the constant 
stimulation is kept up. Where a full dose is 
given, with the view of obtaining sleep at night, 
it should be administered some three or four 
hours before the ordinary bedtime. By this 
method, the stimulating and wakeful influences 
of the remedy will have passed away, and its so- 
porific effects begun to be felt by the usual bed- 
time hour. 

Dr. Ware makes another practical remark that 
we know it would oftentimes be prudent to put 
in practice, and yet we have reason to believe 
it is seldom thought of by the physician, or urged 
upon the attention of the patient. 

“Tt sometimes happens that, after a short nap 
on first going to bed, a person wakens without 
any known cause, and then remains obstinately 
watchful for many hours. In this case, if he 
rises, washes his face, hands, and feet, and walks 
about briskly for awhile and returns to bed, the 
charm may be broken, and a continued sleep will 
ensue. Or he may rise and write or read, with 
the same result.” 





IODIDE OF IRON. 


In the American Medical Times for January 
4th, our friend, Professor S. R. Percy, has a lec- 
ture upon the iodide of iron. The lecture con- 
tains many ideas that deserve quotation, but our 
limited space will exclude much of interest. He 
says :— 


“It is more used in the diseases of children 
than in those of adults. The scrofulous diseases 
of children, which are always accompanied with 
an anemic condition of the system, are more suc- 
cessfully treated with this article than with any 
other in the materia medica. * * * In nearly 
every form of scrofulous disease, the syrup of the 
iodide of iron will be found of great service; for 
in all of these diseases you find glandular enlarge- 
ments, which are benefited by iodine, and anw- 
mia, which is relieved by iron, I have treated 
children with tubercular enlargement of the me- 
senteric glands with this remedy alone, when at 
first sight a cure would seem to be almost impos- 
sible, and when a change of air and diet could 
not be provided. In diseases of this description, 
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I prefer, if possible, to give the remedy in small 
and very frequently repeated doses, as one drop 
every hour.” 


Professor Percy observes that the iodide of 


‘iron is invariably decomposed in the system—the 


iodine passing by the kidneys, and the iron by 
the bowels. 


— +e 


TROCHISCI CALAMI. 


A very agreeable preparation for cases of flat- 
ulency and dyspepsia. &.—White sugar, six 
ounces ; fluid extract of calamus, one fluid ounce; 
oil of fennel and oil of anise seed, of each twenty 
minims. Rub them together, and with mucilage 
of tragacanth form a mass, which is to be divided 
into one hundred and sixty lozenges. 
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THE TRANSMISSION OF SYPHILIS BY 
VACCINATION. 


The determination of the question of the possi- 
bility of transmitting the secondary manifestations 
of syphilis through vaccination is one of great 
importance to the medical practitioner, and to 
society in general. On it will depend the confi- 
dence in, and perhaps the continuance of, the 
practice of vaccinating. If,in securing an immu- 
nity from one loathsome disease, an individual 
risks the possibility of becoming infected with 
another far more disgusting, a permanent blight 
on the system, and one the associations of which 
are those of depravity, the natural risk of the 
lesser evil will be preferred. 

That the secondary symptoms of syphilis can 
be inoculated on persons who have never been in- 
fected with the disease, has been thoroughly 
proven by experiment and clinical experience by 
a great number of observers in this covutry and 
in Europe. Until the time of Hunter, syphilis in 
every stage was believed to be highly contagious, 
and contact with any of the secretions, or even 
exposure to the breath of those suffering from 
constitutional infection, was dreaded. Hunter 
tested the communicability of the secondary 
lesions by numerous inoculations upon those who 
had already suffered from syphilis, and all these 
failing, he established the dogma that the sec- 
ondary manifestations of the disease are not in- 
oculable. The impropriety, in a moral view, of 
attempting the introduction of syphilis in those 
who are free from the taint, allowed the error of 
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Hunter to continue, and it has been but recently 
that, through direct experiment on persons who 
have never suffered from the disease, and the 


accumulation of evidence from clinical experi- 


ence, the most persistent adherents of Hunter’s 
teaching have been compelled to yield their 
assent. The analogy between syphilis and some 
other affections of an infectious character has 
thus been demonstrated. 

Syphilis has been repeatedly inoculated on 
persons who had never suffered from the disease 
by means of pus from syphilitic ecthyma pus- 
tules, from the secretions from condylomata, and 
from specific ulcerations of mucous membranes. 
The blood of a syphilitic patient has been the 
means of communicating the disease when applied 
to a scarified surface on a non-infected subject. 

It is perhaps from direct inoculation with the 
blood of a syphilitic patient, the lancet being 
charged with it, that the operation of vaccinating 
has been the means of introducing syphilis, yet 
there is a considerable amount of evidence in 
favor of the possibility of inoculation through 
clear vaccine lymph and pus. A number of ob- 
servers, mostly French, have given their attention 
to this subject, and the evidence certainly seems 
conclusive in favor of the propagation, not only 
when the blood of syphilitic persons had been 
used alone, or mixed with the virus, but when 
only lymph from the vesicle had been introduced. 

We believe that enough has been adduced in 
proof of the occasional infection of syphilis 
through vaccination, be it by either blood, lymph, 
or pus, to induce practitioners to be exceedingly 
cautious in the selection of virus, and it is with 
the object of impressing this caution that we now 
discuss the subject. We would not intentionally 
increase the prejudice already existing among the 
public, particularly throughout the ignorant 
classes, against vaccination, nor be inclined to 
make it answerable for the many cutaneous affec- 
tions of childhood, which may occur at any 
period afterward. It is not an uncommon thing, 
as every practitioner knows, to see ordinary 
eruptions on the skin of children attributed to 
vaccination, yet it is probable that real syphilitic 
disease, introduced by vaccination, has sometimes 
appeared, and not been recognized, because not 
suspected. 

It should be borne in mind by observers that 
vaccination with pure matter is sometimes the 
exciting cause of syphilitic eruptions in infants 
already under the syphilitic diathesis; in the 
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same manner that it gives rise to non-specific 
eruptions in strumous subjects. The history of 
the case, and the order of evolution of the symp- 
toms are generally sufficient to establish the 
diagnosis. For instance, the appearance of the 
eruption within a few days or weeks after the 
vaccination, without the ordinary period of incu- 
bation of syphilis, will render it probable that the 
disease was already latent in the system.* 

In regard to the selection of vaccine matter, 
with a view to insure safety from syphilitic taint, 
the following rules have been laid down:— _ —_ 

1. Examine carefully the child from whom the 
lymph is taken. 

2. Try to learn the state of the parents’ 
health. 

3. Choose, in obtaining lymph, such children 
as have passed the fourth or fifth month, as 
hereditary syphilis, in general, appears before 
that age. 

4. Do not use the lymph after the eighth day 
of the existence of the vesicle, as the lymph on 
the ninth and tenth days becomes dull, by mixture 
with pus, which latter may be of an infectious 
nature. 

5. In taking lymph with the lancet, avoid 
hemorrhage, as there is less danger with pure 
transparent lymph. 

The symptoms of syphilis, when introduced by 
vaccination, differ but little in their manifesta- 
tions from the ordinary course of the infection. 
The two diseases do not seem to be incompatible, 
and apparently do not interfere with the courses 
of each other. It is said that a slight delay in 
the maturation of the vaccine pustule is caused 
by the contamination, and it has been noticed 
that syphilis under the same circumstances pur- 
sues its ordinary course. 

Like the onset of syphilis as incurred in the 
most common way, we could anticipate that the 
secondary symptoms would only appear after an 
incubation period of some weeks. If an eruption 
of a suspicious appearance should break out 
within a few days after the vaccination, it should 
be inferred that it is not specific ; or, if syphilitic, 
it is evidence that the disease was pre-existent in 
the system of the patient, and had been merely 
developed on the surface by the vaccine irrita- 
tion. 

In a recent record of the communication of 
syphilis to forty-six children by vaccination, in 





* Bumstead on Venereal Diseases. 
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the village of Rivolta, Piedmont, the symptoms 
of syphilis appeared on an average on the 
twentieth day. The symptoms of genuine syphilis 
by vaccination, after a regular incubation period, 
would be fever and debility, papules on the skin, 
pustules, swelled lymphatics, ulcerations of the 
mucous membranes, etc. The principal appear- 
ences noted after the disease had existed some 
time, in the forty-six cases alluded to, were 
mucous tubercles on the verge of the anus and 
genital organs, sores on the lips and fauces, 
swelling of lymphatics, syphilitic eruptions, in- 
duration of the cellular tissue, etc. 

The subject of the transmission of syphilis 
with the vaccine disease is of such importance 
in its bearing on the practice of vaccinating, that 
it is deserving of the careful attention of those 
whose opportunities for observation of syphilis 
and diseases of infancy are extensive. We can- 
not, in view of the evidence which has been for a 
long time accumulating, doubt that, however 
infrequent the occurrence may be, syphilis is 
occasionally communicated through vaccination. 
Practitioners, owing to a disbelief in the possi- 
bility of such infection, or to thoughtlessness, 
are not always particular in being assured of a 
freedom from constitutional symptoms in the 
selection of the subjects from whom vaccine 
virus is propagated. We repeat that, in the 
present state of knowledge on the subject of the 
transmission of constitutional syphilis, there is, 
to say the least, sufficient evidence to induce 
greater caution in the selection of vaccine virus, 
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania. 
—The Officers and Committee of Arrangements 
of the Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, after extensive correspondence, have, in 
behalf of that body, unanimously accepted the 
invitation of the Philadelphia County Medical 
Society, to hold its thirteenth annual session in 
this city. The State Society will therefore con- 
vene in Philadelphia on the second Wednesday, 
the eleventh day of June next, at eleven o’clock 
AM. 

Detecates.—The following is a list of the del- 
egates elected by the Philadelphia County Med- 
ical Society to the Medical Society of the State 
of Pennsylvania, which will meet in this city on 
the 11th day of June next :— 
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Dr. H. St. Clair Ash, Dr. William Hunt, 

“© Wm. B. Atkinson, ** Wilson Jewell, 

‘¢ W. L. Atlee, “ Wm. N. Johnson, 
‘© F, Bache, ‘¢ A. L. Kennedy, 
“J. Brookfield, “ Wm. L. Knight, 

“« B. H. Coates, “© John F. Lamb, 

‘¢ D. Francis Condie, “ Joseph Leidy, 

«© James M. Corse, ‘© Wm. Mayburry, 

‘* L. Curtis, *¢ J. Cheston Morris, 
‘© Wm. Darrach, “ A. Nebinger, 

‘“* Gov. Emerson, ** Isaac Remington, 
‘s A. H. Fish, ‘* Winthrop Sargent, 
“ A. Frické, “ H. H. Smith, 

© D. Gilbert, *“* Lewis 8S. Somers, 

«« §. D. Gross, ‘© A. Owen Stillé, 

‘¢ H. Hartshorne, « W. D. Stroud, 

“ N. L. Hatfield, «© J. J. Woodward, 

‘© A. Helffenstein, “«« J. H. Worthington. 


The ex-officio delegates from Philadelphia are 
Drs. Jno. Bell, Joseph Carson, J. Henry Smaltz, 
and R. P. Thomas. 

We trust that the profession of the State will 
be fully represented in this meeting. Let every 
county and local medical society send full dele- 
gations, and from counties that have no societies 
let those who feel an interest in medical organ- 
ization come, and they may be induced on their 
return to their counties to organize societies. 





Dr. Durand, the oldest physician in France, 
has just died in Paris, in the ninety-second year 
of his age. He was one of the few survivors of 
the army of the first Republic, commencing at 
Valmy, and continuing bis service at Mayence 
and in La Vendée. He was first surgeon to the 
regiment of Dromedaries established by Bona- 
parte in Egypt. 





New York Ophthalmic Hospital.—The direc- 
tors of the above institution having leased the 
spacious old mansion of Peter Cooper, Esq., at 
the corner of Fourth Avenue and Twenty-eighth 
Street, removed their hospital to the above place 
on the first instant. The location is a central one 
and convenient to the poor from all parts of the 
city, besides being in the vicinity of the medical 
colleges, giving students of medicine an oppor- 
tunity to witness operations and to attend the 
ophthalmic cliniques at the hospital. The 
attending surgeons are Drs. Mark Stephenson, 
John P. Garrish, and Marcus P. Stephenson. 
Consulting surgeon, Professor Valentine Mott, 
M.D. The building has been thoroughly repaired 
for the accommodation of patients. The price 
of board is $3 50 per week. Advice and medi- 
cine to the poor from all parts of the United 
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States gratuitously given. That distinguished 
philanthropist of New York, Peter Cooper, is 
President of the association. Over ten thousand 
patients have been attended since its organiza- 
tion in 1852. 
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Domestic Correspondence. 





REMARKABLE CASE OF DROPSY. 
Rocuester, New York, April 26, 1862. 

Epirors Mep. anp Sure. Reporter :— Pre- 
suming that the following case may prove some- 
what interesting, I cheerfully submit it to your 
notice. 

April 9th.— Was called to see Mrs. M., a na- 
tive of Holland, aged fifty-six; found it to bea 
formidable case of dropsy, and of unusual char- 
acteristics. She had been some time braced up 
on a lounge in a half sitting posture, it being im- 
possible for her to assume the recumbent position, 
on account of the severe dyspnoea occasioned by 
so doing. The extremities were immensely en- 
larged from dropsical effusion of the cellular 
tissues, and in fact the whole exterior presented 
extensive anasarca. I now directed my attention 
to the abdomen and thorax. She was distended 
almost to bursting with ascites, and hydrothorax 
was evident from the excessive dyspnea, and 
also from the abnormal separation of the ribs,.and 
the full, bulged appearance of the intercostal 
spaces. 

Prognosis.—Decidedly unfavorable. She had 
how been confined to the bed nine weeks, with 
the disease slowly but surely overpowering her, 
during which time nothing of importance had 
been done, either to arrest the disease or palliate 
the symptoms. Something must now be done, 
and that right speedily. The symptoms of op- 
pression were now so urgent that death was inevi- 
table unless relief was soon obtained. I proposed, 
as a last resort, and for temporary relief, to tap 
the abdomen immediately ; not, however, without 
advising the family of the immediate danger 
attending such operations, from too sudden relax- 
ation of the abdominal viscera and veins, caus- 
ing the blood to gravitate to the heart, and term- 
inating in syncope and death, especially at this 
advanced stage of the disease. As this operation 
was the only alternative, all readily assented. I 
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proceeded to adjust the required bandage for 
artificial compression of the abdominal viscera, 
to which the patient had been so long habituated 
by the dropsical fluid. I was fully aware of ex- 
tensive anasarca, but had not calculated the 
extensive effusion of the tissues of the abdomen. 
On introducing the trocar, I found it met with no 
compact or dense obstruction; therefore it could 
not have perforated the linea alba. However, 
the fluid escaped through the canula at sucha 
rate from the cellular tissue that I gave this my 
attention, without trying to introduce it further. 
In the course of thirty-five minutes there escaped 
from this puncture nearly three gallons of fluid. 
The patient now being considerably exhausted, 
she was suitably bandaged, and placed in as com- 
fortable a position as circumstances would permit. 
She expressed herself much relieved already. On 
pouring the fluid from the pails into a tub, I 
found, to my astonishment, it was densely coagu- 
lated. An examination of it proved it to be of 
a very marked albuminous consistency, and but 
a very small proportion of the whole being of a 
serous character—that on the top, the last drawn 
and not yet cold; five-eighths of the whole being 
capable of coagulation, and of a light amber 
color. By turning the pails upside down and 
lifting off, the mass stood for an instant only, like 
a jelly, and then settled to a level. This I 
regarded as a very remarkable feature. I de- 
signed to test its specific gravity, but it was 
thrown out before I had the opportunity to secure 
it. I gave her such remedies as the system would 
bear, principally diuretics, as the urinary func- 
tions were greatly embarrassed, and left her. 

The next day I found her quite low, with con- 
siderable oppression of breathing. The fluid was 
still escaping. It had yielded, during the inter- 
val, (fifteen hours,) not far from a gallon, of 
about the consistency of the first. Deeming her 
strength insufficient yet for another operation, 
and as the fluid was still escaping, with gradual 
relief from oppression, she was left to continue 
the medicines until the next day. 

April 11th.—Found the patient in a little better 
condition, and feeling decidedly comfortable, in 
comparison to the suffering she had undergone 
for sume time past; still a little exudation of 
fluid, the cellular tissues of the chest, arms, and 
hands resuming their normal compact appearance, 
and the general anasarca greatly decreased. 
The abdomen now presented a hard, tense drum- 
head feel, entirely differing from the shining, 
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doughy tendency of two days before. The urin- 
ary secretions were now becoming considerably 
increased, and the bowels relaxed; while pre- 
viously, the former had been very limited, and 
the latter very unfrequent. She being still very 
anxious for relief from the oppression that yet 
remained, and her strength and vitality being 
temporarily improved, I again tapped her—this 
time perforating the linea alba. The fluid that 
now escaped was altogether of a different charac- 
ter: it was of a dark, muddy appearance, with 
but little or no tendency to coagulation ; while that 
from the external tissues was of a bright amber 
color, and almost wholly coagulable. She bore 
the operation exceedingly well, becoming a little 
faint only as the water was leaving the epigastric 
region. This operation yielded about two anda half 
gallons. ‘lhe thorax now appeared more prominent 
than before; the nates also were very greatly dis- 
tended and extremely tender, undoubtedly owing 
to the half reclining position she had occupied for 
some time. The lower extremities presented but 
little better- appearance than at first, still full, 
shining, and pitting on the least pressure. The 
liver is greatly enlarged from the same causes; it 
produces a great prominence on the right side. 
The whole organism undoubtedly shares in the 
same embarrassment, to a greater or less extent. 
The patient now seems very comfortable, consider- 
ing circumstances, with the exception of the dysp- 
neea caused by the effusion within the thorax; 
and even this seems somewhat mitigated. She 
now bears substantial diuretics and hydragogue 
cathartics well, and seems to derive their bene- 
fits, with but little of their disadvantages. She 
subsists now almost wholly on raw or rare-cooked 
eggs. All that can be hoped in the case is to 
palliate, for the time being. The hydrothorax 
alone would soon put an end to her existence. 
Therefore, viewing all the complications and di- 
versities of the disease as it really exists, it leaves 
hardly a shadow of a chance, even for temporary 
recuperation. She has already rallied beyond all 
belief, but it is only for a short time, at best. A 
little increase in the compression of the thoracic 
viscera will prove too much for her; if not, the 
disease, in a general point of view, will eventa- 
ally cverpower her. A cure is not expected by 
apy one; the great feature is the pathological 
characteristics of the disease. Should the case 
present any new phenomena worthy of note, you 
may hear from me again. Respectfully, 
W. M. Fremine 
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ON VACCINATION. 


TANNERSVILLE, Monror County, Pa., 
May 9, 1862. 


Messrs. Epitors:—As the subject of vaccina- 
tion and revaccination has been extensively dis- 
cussed, and is at the present day an important 
subject for discussion, I will cite a case that has 
recently occurred in my practice, which may, 
perhaps, be considered as an evidence of the im- 
portance of revaccination, and also of vaccina- 
tion in those who have already experienced an 
attack of small-pox. 

It was that of a child, now six years of age, 
which had the small-pox when it was a babe. I 
performed vaccination upon it, with very happy 
effect. 

The arm upon which it was performed pre- 
sented us, in due course of time, with a vesicle, 
developed as usual in ordinary cases of vaccina- 
tion. 

I submit it to the readers of your estimable 
MEDICAL AND Suraicat Reporter for their con- 
sideration. Yours truly, 

Geo. W. Szrr. 





WOUNDED “GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS.” 

CuirTrenpeNn County, Vermont, May, 1862. 

Messrs. Epitors :—The most remarkable event 
which has happened in this vicinity for many 
years, in a medical point of view, is the arrival 
on Tuesday of last week of a portion of the gal- 
lant “Green Mountain Boys” who were wounded 
in the late battle at Lee’s Mills, Va. They are 
now comfortably located in the U.S. Marine Hos- 
pital at Burlington, a building which was erected 
nearly at the same time with other public edifices 
built by the munificence of the general government 
several years since, in different portions of the 
country. The accommodations at the hospital are 
ample and pleasant, having been arranged under 
the superintendence of Dr. 8. W. Thayer, Jr., of 
the Vermont Medical Board. The wounded sol- 
diers were a long time on their passage from For- 
tress Monroe. The steamer which conveyed them 
from New York ran aground, near Hudson, on 
Sunday, and was not got off till Monday morning. 
From Troy they were conveyed in sleeping cars 
to Rutland, where they remained some five hours * 
to enable the surgeons to dress the wounds. 
From thence they arrived at Burlington at five 
o’clock a.m., Tuesday. The hospital is located 
about one mile south of the village, on a beauti- 
ful plat of ground overlooking the magnificent 
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bay and lake, and near the Rutland and Burling- 
ton Railroad. At the crossing just opposite the 
building, the train stopped, and the wounded 
men were conveyed in easy-going carriages and 
commodious spring wagons to the hospital. The 
work of removing them required to be done with 
great care and caution, about one-half being 
obliged to be lifted into the wagons, and one 
man to be carried on a “stretcher.” The most 
of the soldiers are quite severely wounded; some 
are able to limp about, and others are almost 
helpless. The greater portion of the wounds are 
of the thigh and leg. One, the color-bearer of 
the regiment, is very badly wounded in the knee, 
and bids fair to be a candidate for one of Palmer’s 
artificial limbs. Another has four wounds from 
a single bullet, which passed through his breast, 
shoulder, and face. Another received a ball in 
his elbow, which made its exit at his neck. An- 
other has a hole in his side as large as a half 
dollar, made by a Minié ball which passed into 
his body and remains there somewhere, they can- 
not tell where. Another has a wrist shattered 
by a ball which passed up into the arm, and has 
not been found. Another had a narrow escape 
from instant death, the ball having plowed a fur- 
row across the top of his head into which a man 
might lay two fingers, fracturing the skull, but 
not depressing it so as to affect the brain. An- 
other had an equally narrow escape, the ball 
striking on one side of the breast-bone, on the 
left side, and passing out under the shoulder- 
blade, its route thus lying just over the heart. 
Another, Lieutenant Chandler, of Pomfret, is 
wounded in the thigh and has also a most painful 
wound in the hand from a bullet which passed 
through it crosswise just above the knuckles, 
cutting three or four of the principal bones of 
the hand. Another has a cruel wound in the 
knee, the ball having carried the pantaloons and 
drawers with it into the joint, without cutting 
through the cloth. 

The medical care of the brave boys, on their 
way here, was under the charge of Dr. O. L. 
Allen, of the Medical College. As the college 
course of lectures is now in session, the students 
will have an excellent opportunity of clinical in- 
struction in gunshot wounds, 

Among the wounded, though not belonging to 
the Vermont brigade, was a corporal of Martin’s 
Massachusetts Battery, who, while on duty, was 
so stunned by a passing shell that he could not 
articulate a sound for several days, and even 
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now, after a month, he cannot speak above a 
whisper. This case calls to mind the mooted 
point of “windage of balls,” which you have dis- 
cussed to some extent in your columns, and 
numerous facts concerning which I have in my 
possession, and propose to present to your readers 
at some future time. 

The arrival in our midst of so many brave sons 
of Vermont wounded in this war for the Consti- 
tution and the Union, creates “no little stir,” 
and makes a strong appeal to the generous sym- 
pathies of our citizens. Their wants, you may 
be assured, are amply supplied, and every atten. 
tion which humanity dictates or requires is most 
cheerfully given. The hospital in which they are 
located was constructed with particular reference 
to the wants of the sick and convalescent, and 
has every appliance which the munificence of 
government can supply. In this respect it is 
not probably surpassed by any hospital in the 
country, and under the direction of Drs. Thayer, 
Allen, Carpenter, and others of the Medical Col- 
lege at Burlington, nothing will be wanting in 
medical or surgical science and skill. 


EAR AND “NIGGER” DOCTORS. 

This portion of Vermont is just now the scene 
of operations of a famous “ear doctor” from the 
City of Gotham. To read his exploits, as spread 
out in the columns of the newspapers, one would 
almost imagine that the deaf were all made to 
hear, and that in the practice of this redoubtable 
aural knight, no faclures ever occurred. In one 
respect it is certainly true to the letter. He 
never fails to get the pay for his doubtful 
skill. “No cure, no pay,” is not his motto, but 
rather “no pay, no prescription.” He numbers 
his patients by hundreds, and his receipts by 
thousands no doubt, while his “cures,” judging 
from the instances that have come under my 
observation, would hardly reach the “teens.” 
Still the dupes of this miserable quackery are 
wonderfully delighted with their “phials of 
drops,” and turn their heads askant to receive 
the precious fluid, guttatem, (sweet oil and Cay- 
enne pepper,) into the aural aperture, with as 
much complacency and interest as a turkey turns 
its head to view the gyrations of the marauding 
hen hawk. The latter, however, has its eye upon 
a reality, while the former feast their eyes and 
ears only upon vacancy. Yet such is the fasci- - 
nation of quackery that its victims, like little 
children, are “tickled with a feather and pleased 
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with a toy,” and appear to swallow the imposi- 
tion with the greater gusto as the number of 
dupes is increased. . 

The “nigger” doctor, who thrived so wonder- 
fully in these parts a few months since, has some- 
what subsided of late, owing to certain alleged 
unchaste manipulations of some of his female 
patients. But these little improprieties have only 
a local effect, and will serve rather to extend his 
practice into regions yet unexplored, and give 
him “notoriety” in the world. Still the “nigger” 
doctor gives some evidence of “smartness,” for 
he succeeds admirably in “spoiling the Egyp- 
tians” (white people) around him—+.e. securing 
his “fees” in advance—a thing which none but 
quacks have the ability to accomplish. 

Meteorological observations taken at the Uni- 
versity of Vermont, for April, show that the 
mean temperature of the month was 38°86° 
against 42°3° for 1861; that the highest temper- 
ature was 67°; that 4 inches of snow fell, and 
that the fall of snow through the winter was 118 
inches, or in all 9 feet 10 inches. This is the 
greatest fall of snow known to the “oldest in- 
habitant” since 1804. The winter has been a 
remarkable one, and at this present writing 
(May 10th) seems “lingering in the lap of 
spring,” as though exceeding loth to leave that 
pleasant locality. 





NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 


Wounded Pennsylvania Volunteers. —The 
Whilldin, which, under the direction of Surgeon- 
General Smith, has been adapted to the uses of 
a floating hospital, arrived in this city on Tues- 
day night last with 160 wounded and sick Penn- 
sylvania volunteers. They were taken to St. 

oseph’s Hospital and well provided for. About 
90 of the men are reported as severely wounded. 

Army Examining Board —A board consist- 
ing of Drs. F. G. Smith, 8S. D. Gross, J. H. B. 
McClellan, E. Hartshorne, and S. W. Mitchell 
has been a for the purpose of examining 
candidates for the positions of Acting Surgeon 
and Acting Assistant Surgeon in the United 
States Army. J, 

Appointment.—Dr. T. G. Morton has been 
appointed, by the Surgeon-General, Acting Sur- 
geon U.S. A., for duty in this city. 

Dr. Edward A. Smith has resigned the post 
of Assistant Physician in the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital for the Insane, and Dr. J. E. ’ has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Floating Hospitals.— The experiment has 


ng 
lately been tried of establishing floating hospitals 
VOL. V1II.—21 
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for the sick and wounded. The steamer Daniel 
Webster has been used for that purpose at York- 
town, and on the fifth instant left her moorings 
at that place and took a Pe to New York, 
having on board 200 sick soldiers. Most of 
them were greatly benefited by the trip. About 
one-half the number are suffering from typhoid 
fever and diarrhea, the remainder from wounds, 
colds, etc. The medical staff and nurses on 
board are nearly all Philadelphians, and the 
greatest possible attention is paid to the wants 
and comforts of the patients. The floating 
hospital has thus far proved a decided success. 

Brutality of the Rebels.—-The following ex- 
tract is from the report of the Committee on the 
Conduct of the War, on the subject of the bar- 
barities committed by the rebels :— 

Inhumanity to the living has been the leading 
trait of the rebel leaders, but it was reserved for 
your committee to disclose as a concerted system 
their insults to the wounded, and their mutilation 
and desecration of the gallant dead. Our soldiers 
taken prisoners in honorable battle have been 
subjected to the most shameful treatment. 

All the considerations that inspire chivalric 
emotions and generous consideration for brave 
men have been disregarded. It is almost beyond 
belief that the men fighting in such a cause as 
ours, and sustained by a government which, in 
the midst of violence and treachery, has given 
repeated evidence of its indulgence, should have 
been subjected to treatment never before re- 
sorted to by one foreign nation in a conflict with 
another. All the courtesies of professional and 
civil life seem to have been discarded. 

The outrages upon the dead will revive the 
recollections of the cruelties to which savage 
tribes subject their —— They were buried 
in many cases naked, with their faces downward. 
They were left to decay in the open air, their 
bones carried off as trophies, sometimes, as the 
testimony proves, to be used as personal adorn- 
ments, and one witness deliberately avers that 
the head of one of our most gallant officers was 
cut off by a secessionist, to be turned into a 
drinking cup on the occasion of his marriage. 

Monstrous as this revelation may appear to be, 
your committee have been informed that, during 
the last two weeks, the skull of a Union soldier 
has been exhibited in the office of the sergeant- 
at-arms of the House of Representatives, which 
had been converted to such a purpose, and which 
had been found on the person of one of the rebel 
prisoners taken in a recent conflict. The testi- 
mony of Governor Sprague, of Rhode Island, is 
most interesting. It confirms the worst reports 
against the rebel soldiers, and conclusively proves 
that the body of one of the bravest officers in 
the volunteer service was burned. 

He does not hesitate to add that this hyena 
desecration of the honored corpse was because 
the rebels believed it to be the body of Colonel 
Slocum, against whom they were infuriated for 
having displayed so much courage and chivalry 
in forcing his regiment fearlessly and bravely 
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upon them. These disclosures, establishing, as 
they incontestibly do, the consistent inhumanity 
of the rebel leaders, will be read with sorrow and 
indignation by the people of the loyal States. 
They should inspire these people to renewed ex- 
ertions to protect our country from the restora- 
tion to power of such men. They should, and 
we believe they will, arouse disgust and horror of 
foreign nations against this unholy rebellion. 

Let it be ours to furnish, nevertheless, a con- 
tinued contrast to such barbarities and crimes. 
Let us — in the good work of maintaining 
the authority of the Constitution, and of refusing 
to imitate the monstrous practices we have been 
called upon to investigate. 

Your committee beg to say, in conclusion, that 
they have not yet been enabled to gather testi- 
mony in regard to the additional inquiry sug- 
—o by the resolution of the Senate, whether 

ndian savages have been employed by the rebels 
in military service against the government of the 
United States, and how such warfare has been 
conducted by the said savages, but that they 
have taken the proper steps to attend to this 
important duty. 

The Pharmacopeia Weights and Measures.— 
The Committee of Revision have decided on re- 
taining the use of Troy weight in the Pharmaco- 
peia, but have discarded the use of the terms 
scruple, drachm, and pound. This has been 
done to avoid the difficulty arising from substitu- 
ting the avoirdupois pound of 16 ounces for the 
Troy pound of 12 ounces. When any quantity 
less than half an ounce is directed, it is to be ex- 
pressed in grains; but the final result adopted 
may differ from this arrangement. The Chair- 
man of the Committee, Dr. Franklin Bache, is 
now engaged in the tedious and laborious duty 
of preparing the manuscript for the printer that 
its language may present a homogeneous char- 
acter throughout.—Amer. Jour. of Pharmacy. 


Dr. E. K. Sanborn, formerly professor in the 
Castleton (Vt.) Medical College, and surgeon of 
the First Vermont Regiment V. M., who was 
later surgeon of the Thirty-first Massachusetts, 
of appointment of Governor Andrew, died at 
Ship Island, on the third of April. His body 
was embalmed and taken on board ship for its 
return to Vermont, but owing to some imperfec- 
tion in the embalming process, it was found 
necessary to bury it at sea. 

The Governor of Ohio is empowered to ap- 
point a Second Assistant Surgeon to every regi- 
ment requiring additional medical aid. 

Dr. Richard Gundry, Assistant Superintend- 
ent of the Southern Lunatic Asylum at Dayton, 
Ohio, has been appointed Superintendent, vice 
Dr. Mcllhenny, resigned. 

Dr. Gundry is well qualified for the position. 

We learn from the Journal of Pharmacy that 
a very fine collection of the materia medica of 
the United States has been prepared, to be for- 
warded to the great international exhibition of 
the industry of all nations to be held in London 
this year. 
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Answers to Correspondents. 
Dr. J. McC., Pa-—We have sent you a catalogue of surgical 
instruments. We will procure and forward you any instruments, 
books, etc. you may wish, 


“ Subscriber,’ Ind.—We would recommend you to procure 
on Spermatorrhoea. In the hospital under our 
charge, we use, with some success, fluid extracts of dulcamara 
and lupulin, and tincture of camphor as anaphrodisiacs, and iron 
as a general, and tincture of nux vomica as a nervous tonic. We 
usually give them in combination, though the iron and camphor 
might be given in pill form. Cold hip-baths, employment, exer- 
cise, and a tonic course of treatment generally, should be re- 
sorted to. 


MARRIED. 


Canrizt—ButrTotpa.—On Tuesday evening, May 6th, at the 
Chapel of the New Jersey State Lunatic Asylum, by the Rev. 
Richard B. Duane, rector of St. Michaels, Trenton, Henry F. 
Carriel, M.D., to Mary C., daughter of H. A. Buttolph, M.D. 

Lioyp—PaRKEeR.—At New York, May 8th, by the Rev. George 
Potts, D.D., assisted by the Rev. Charles Hodge, D.D., of Prince- 
ton, N. J., the Rev. Charles H. Lloyd to Katie C., daughter of 
Willard Parker, M.D., all of that city. 

Stone—KiLcore.—On the 24th ult., by Rev. J. B. M’Clure, Dr. 
Elijah D. Stone to Mrs. Esther Kilgore, all of Fulton City, Ill. 





DIED. 


JaRvis.—In Baltimore, Md.,on Monday, May 12th, Dr. Nathan 
8. Jarvis, Surgeon U. 8. Army. 

Ket.oae.—In Plainfield, Vt., April 10th, of diphtheria, Phineas 
Kellogg, Jr., M.D , aged 30 years. 

Pratt.—On April 9th and 18th, of diphtheria, the only two 
children of Dr. J. R. Pratt, of Manchester, Ontario County, N. Y. 
Frank RK. Pratt was 4 years, 1 month, and 9 days; Ida C. 
Pratt, 7 years, 4 months, and 24 days. 

Sansorn.—At Ship Island, Miss., April 3d, E. K. Sanborn, 
M.D., Surgeon of the 3lst Massachusetts Regiment. 

SMALLEY.—In Burlington, Vt., April 29th, of consumption, 8. 
Smalley, M.D., formerly of Kentucky. 








Vital Statistics. 


Or PHILADELPAIA, for the week ending May 10, 1862. 
Deaths—Males, 151; females, 136; boys, 77; girls, 79. Total, 


287. Adults, 131; children, 156. Under two years of age, 95. 
Natives, 219; Foreign, 52. People of color, 13. 


Among the causes of death, we notice—Apoplexy, 2; convul- 
sions, 11; croup, 4; cholera infantum, 3; cholera morbus, 0; con- 
sumption, 54; oe 5; diarrhoea and dysentery, 5; dro y 
of head, 3; debility, 28; scarlet fever, 13; typhus and typhoid 
fever, 1; inflammation of brain, 15; of bowels, 3; of lungs, 19; 
bronchitis, 0; congestion of brain, 4; of lungs, 10; erysipelas, 2; 
hooping-cough, 1; marasmus, 13; small-pox, 10. 

For week ending May 11, 1861...........s000000 
“ + | eS 247 

Population of Philadelphia, by the census of 1860, 668,034. 

Mortality, 1 in 1979. 


Or New York, for the week ending May 12, 1862. 

Deaths—Males, 117; females, 90; boys, 118; girls, 88. Total, 
413. Adults, 207; children, 206. Under two years of age, 139. 
Natives, 270; Foreign, 143; Colored, 7. 


Among the causes of d we notice—Apoplexy, 5; infantile 
convulsions, 29; croup, 9; diphtheria, 6; scarlet fever, 15; typhus 
and typhoid fevers, 11; cholera infantum, 1; cholera morbus, 0; 
consumption, 71; small-pox,5; dropsy of head, Ta; infantile 
marasmus, 30; diarrhoea and dysentery, 4; inflammation of 
brain, 10; of bowels, 8; of lungs, 31; bronchitis, 5; congestion 
of brain, 8; of lungs, 10; sipelas, 2; ing-cough, 5; mea- 
sles, 0: 196 deaths occ from acute and 22 from 
violent causes. 

For week ending May 6, 1861.......0....0000 386 
- “4 May 5, 1862....0000crcereeeee401 


Population of New York, by the census of 1860, 814,277. 
Mortality, 1 in 1971°6. mies iat 
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{COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED, ETO. 


PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Wanted !—The following numbers of the Rz- 
PORTER are wanted at our office. Subscribers who 
may have duplicate numbers, or who may not de- 
sire to preserve their files complete, will confer a 
great favor by forwarding them to us. 

No. 207, Oct. 6, 1860. 
250, Aug. 3, 1861. 
251, Aug. 10, 1861. 
259, Oct. 5, 1861. 
260, Oct. 12, 1861. 
264, Nov. 9, 1861. 
274-5, Jan. 18, 25, 1862. 
278-9, Feb. 15, 22, 1862. tf. 


—_ +e 
Communications Received 
For the week ending May 14, 1862. 


District of Columbia—Dr. A. A. Woodhull, with encl. Ui- 
nois—Dr. 8. M. Swan. Indiana—Dr.G. W. Fleming. Kentucky— 
Dr. J. L. Stockdell, with encl. Maine—Dr. D. W. Jones, with encl. 
Massachusetts—J. G. White (3), with encl.; Dr. H. H. Mitchell, 
Dr. C. E. Buckingham, Dr. C. Weselhoeft, Dr. J. T. G. Nicholls, 
Dr. Daniel Wilder, Dr. J. L. Clark, with encl.; Dr. 8. P. Hubbard. 
Michigan—Dr. 8. D. Richardson, with encl. New Jersey—Dr. T. 
A. Reed, Dr. P. G. Creveling, with encl.; Drs. Spencer, Stokes, 
and Jennings, each with encl.; Drs. P. Wilson and G. B. L. Clay, 
each with encl.; Dr. 8.C. Thornton, Dr. J. Harral. New York— 
Dr. M. E. Stowell, with encl.; Dr. E. Daniels, with encl.; Dr. A. 
Wells, Dr. M. E. Winchell, Brooklyn Medico-Chirurgical Society, 
J. Rowe Smith, Drs. H. B. Maken, W. H. H. Parkhurst, P. A. 
Skiff, F. F. Henderson, 0. C. A. Wood, J. Corbin, Hoyt & Cook, 
L. L Doolittle, D. A. Sherwood, H. A. Bolles, T. C. Pomeroy, J. 
E. Casey, F. B. Henderson, 8. B. Gay, W. R. Fitch, and J. Ball, 
each with encl.; Drs. J. P. Beardsley, M. Billington, J. Fuller, 
W. H. Hoyt, and 2. A. Knapp; Dr. J. J. Dunlap, Dr. G. 8. Bedford, 
with encl.; 8. Dallen, Am. Jour. Insanity, W. Gilfillan, Dr. L. 
Bauer, Dr. C. M. Smith, with encl.; Dr. R. Sebring, Dr. G. K. 
Smith, Dr. J. H. H. Burge. Ohio—Dr. Wm. Jones, Dr. P. C. Cole, 
with encl.; Dr. G. W. Barnes, with encl.; Dr. C. A. Hartman. 
Pennsylvania—Dr. J. N. Beck, with encl.; Dr. H. Brubaker, with 
encl.; Dr. J. Sandt (vaccine), Dr. J. P. Edge, with encl.; Dr. J. F. 
Fischer, with encl.; Dr. A. M. Sigmund, with encl.; Dr. C. H. 
Stubbs, with encl.; Dr. G. W. Seip, Dr. H. 8. Clemens, with encl.; 
Dr. H. B. Buehler, with encl.; Dr. W. R. Hull, with encl.; Dr. 
D. C. Galbraith, with encl.; Dr. R. J. Linderman, with encl. 
Rhode Island—Dr. E..M. Snow. Vermont—Dr. H. R. Jones, with 
encl.; Dr. L. C. Butler(2). Wisconsin—Dr. 0. Whitcomb. 

Office Payments —Dr. Hummel. 


ARTIFICIAL HUMAN EYES 
OF ALL SIZES, SHAPES, AND COLORS, 
Constantly on hand and for sale wholesale and retail by 
JAMES W. QUEEN & Co., 
OPTICIANS, 

924 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 
and pid Mary en ates nt hes pon ar tiny 44 
MICROSCOPICAL DIAGNOSIS. 

An coty illustrated edition of this great work by Von 


Duben, the brated microscopist, neatly bound and 


lettered, 
will be sent to any address, paid, in connection with the Re- 
PORTER for one year, 


for $3.60. 
retail price of the work is one dollar. 284 tf. 














Medical Directory. 
ey arg Hosprirat, Eighth, below Spruce. Entrance on 


Eighth Stree 

Medical Clinic on Wednesdays and Saturdays, at 10 a.m., by 
Dr. F. Gurney Smith. 

Surgical do., at 11 a.m., by Dr. Joseph Pancoast. 


MEDICAL LIBRARY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL.—Open on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 


Writs Hosprrat ror rae Eye AnD Lius.—Clinics, Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, at 11 a.m., by Dr. 8. Littell. 


oe HospitaL, Lombard Street, between Fifteenth and 
mn 

Clinicaf Lectures daily, at 12 m., 1 and 5 p.m. Monday and 
Thursday—Dr. Turnbull, at 1 p.m. Tuesday and Friday—Dr. 
Darrach, at 12 u.; Dr. Klapp, at 5 p.m. Wednesday and Satur- 
day—Dr. Neff, at 12; Dr. Tryon, at 1; and Dr. Morehouse, at 
5 p.m. Monday and Thursday—Dr. Meigs, at 5 p.m. Tuesday 
and Friday—Dr. Atkinson, at 314 p.m. 


JEFFERSON MEDICAL CotiecE, Tenth, above Walnut. 
Ba yy Clinic on Wednesdays and Saturdays, at 1214 m., by 


PaILADELPaIA Lyina-In CHARITY.—Clinic for diseases of fe- 
males, at “Nurse’s Home,” 8. W. corner Eleventh and Cherry, 
every bees | aud Saturday morning, at 9 o’clock, by Dr. 
Edwin Scholfiel 





ARMY MEDICAL BOARD. 


SuRGEON-GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Wasuinaton, May 10, 1862. 

An Army Medical Board will assemble in Washington, D. C., 
on the Ist of June next, for the examination of applicants for ad- 
mission into the Medical Corps of the Army. In addition to the 
ordinary requirements of moral character, medical and surgical 
knowledge, good academic education, and sound physical con- 
dition, the applicants must be familiar with the principles of 
hygiene and the conditions necessary to the health of the troops 
in ——> camps, and transports. 

Applications must be addressed to the Secretary of War, 
through the Surgeon-General; must'state the residence of the 
applicant, and the date and place of his birth. They must also 
be accompanied (references will receive no attention) by respect- 
able testimonials of his possessing the moral and physical quali- 
fications requisite for filling itably the responsible station, 
and for performing ably the arduous and active duties of an 
officer of the Medical Staff. 

—- must be between twenty-one and twenty-eight years 
o 


Se deme is made for the expenses of penne undergoing 
these examinations, as they are indispensable prerequisites to 
appointment; but those who are approved and receive appoint- 
— will be entitled to transportation on obeying their first 
order. 

There are now, and soon will occur, several vacancies in the 
Medical Staff. 291—3 


TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


Having relinquished general practice, the undersigned, for- 
merly a “Fellow of the Massachusetts Medical Society,” and a 
“Permanent Member of the American Medical Association,” 
begs leave to inform the Profession that he has opened a Sanato- 
rium and School for the Physical and Mental Education of Young 
Ladies, and for the Medical Treatment of Nervous Invalids. 

Refers to the Editors of the Rerorrzr, and to the Faculty gen- 
erally. 





WM. M. CORNELL, M.D., 
283—tf. At No. 1432 South Penn Square, Philadelphia. 


TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 


The undersigned would respectfully inform Medical Students 
that he proposes to receive a class, not exceeding twelve, for pur- 
poses of instruction. Daily recitations will be held, and lectures 
given upon all the more immediately practical departments of 
Medicine. Students who have attended one course of lectures, 
and are preparing for graduation, will be preferred. Access will 
be given to a good library, and all the journals of the country 
are regularly received. He is situated in a pleasant village, 
with romantic surroundings. Those who wish to avail them- 
selves of this opportunity will address the undersigned at once, 

Terms of instruction, $1 00 per week. Board, $2 50. 


Please Address 
O. C. GIBBS, M.D., 
. Frewsburg, N. Y. 
































THE 


PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF OBSTETRICS. 


BY GUNNING 8. BEDFORD, A.M., M.D., 


Professor of Obstetrics, the Diseases of Women and Children, and Clinical Obstetrics, in the University of New York; Author of 
Clinical Lectures on the Diseases of Women and Children. 


ILLUSTRATED BY FOUR COLORED LITHOGRAHIC PLATES AND NINETY-NINE 
WOOD ENGRAVINGS. 


ONE SUPERB 8vo. VOLUME OF OVER 750 PAGES, PRICE $4.50 BY MAIL, 
FREE OF POSTAGE. 


SECOND EDITION, CAREFULLY REVISED. 


WILLIAM WOOD, 61 WALKER STREET, NEW YORK. 





The rapid sale of this work in these troublous times has been remarkable, the first edition having 
been exhausted in but little over four months from the day of publication. The following extracts will 
indicate its enthusiastic reception by the medical press, both at home and abroad:— 


From the New York American Medical Times. 


“The fact that this able work has passed to a 
second edition within the brief space of four months 
from the day of publication, is decisive evidence of 
its just appreciation by the profession. No treatise 
on obstetric science and art has received such high 
and universal commendation by the medical press 
of this country and of Europe. In matter and 
arrangement, in philosophic views, in elegance as 
well as eloquence of expression, there is no work 
in the English language on the same subject which, 
in our judgment, can compare with it. It meets in 
the most satisfactory manner every possible ex- 
igency which may arise in the parturient room. 
The book exhibits abundant internal evidence of 
intense labor, and the most extensive research. 
We most heartily commend it to the student and 
practitioner as the ablest, safest, and most enlight- 
ened work on the art and science of obstetrics 
accessible in the English language.” 


From the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, 


‘Without: instituting any critical comparison of 
this with other able works on obstetric science, we 
simply express the opinion that, as a Text-Book, it 
has a general superiority over all others. We 
know of no other work that abounds with greater 
evidences of research, or which is more exact or 
more philosophical in its department. We commend 
it for its unsurpassed ability in all that appertains 
to scientific and practical obstetrics. It is a national 
work, and should, therefore, become the Text-Book 
in the medical colleges of the United States.” 


From the Edinburgh Medical Journal. 


‘‘The book is, as a whole, so good and so far ex- 
cels the generality of Text-Books on obstetrics, that 
we wish our readers to be impressed with a sense 
of its soundness, readableness, and worth. In these 





days, when noise and petty ingenuity are often 
passed off for soberness and wisdom, we have great 
reason to value soundness; when a parade of quo- 
tations and authorities, and a confusion of old and 
new, of true and false, are so often substituted for 
real intelligence, and, combined with a deficiency 
of the latter, render so many Text-Books utterly 
bad and unreadable, then we value the high quality 
of readableness; when a flippant audacity and love 
for mere novelty pervert the judgment of so many 
writers, then, above all qualities, we value worth. 
We can, therefore, give Dr. Bedford’s volume no 
higher praise than to say it is remarkable among 
its cotemporaries for soundness in scientific view, 
readableness as a literary composition, and worth 
as @ guide of practice.” 


From the British American Journal 
(Montreal.) 


‘‘Dr. Bedford’s book comes seasonably in, and 
supplies a want as regards minuteness of practical 
detail, in which other works on this subject were 
deficient, excelling possibly, but certainly rivaling, 
the favorite work of Ramsbotham. The volume is 
a truly valuable exposition of the Principles and 
Practice of Obstetrics at the present day; it will, as 
it deserves, meet with a large sale, thus amply re- 
warding the author for his labor of love.” 


From the New York American Medical 
Monthly. 


“‘Our exchange journals vie with each other in 
expressions of admiration. The greatest fault we 
can find with the work is not that any portion of it 
is bad, but that some parts are so superlatively 
excellent, that even the brilliancy of others is ob- 
secured. Hereafter, whether as student or practi- 
tioner, the Obstetrician will need no other Book, as 
Instructor, Guide, or Authority, than ‘ Bedford's 
Principles and Practice.’”’ 








BEDFORD’S OBSTETRICS, 


From the North American Journal of 
Homoeopathy. 


‘Dr. Bedford’s book deals with accumulated facts 
and profound generalizations, in which none but the 
clearest intellect and the most critical observer can 
be perfectly at home. In fullness of detail, lucidity 
of arrangement, and philosophical analysis, Prof. 
Bedford’s ‘ Principles and Practice of Obstetrics’ will 
long stand as a model work, and will become the 
favorite Text-Book in the schools, as well as the 
most valued guide of the practitioner.” 


From the Philadelphia North American 
Medico-Chirurgical Review. 


“The one cardinal object which Dr. Bedford 
states he has had constantly before him—to be use- 
ful—has certainly been attained in the handsome 
volume before us, The skillful obstetrician wields a 
ready pen on every page. The work is a complete 
treatise on the subject which it discusses, and is 
very full in matters lightly dwelt upon in many 
of the treatises on obstetrics. We commend the 
thorough and successful investigation by the author, 
of the difficult points in obstetrics, for which prac- 
titioners will feel especially grateful.” 


From the American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences. 


“A careful examination of Dr. Bedford’s work 
has convinced us that it is destined to find favor with 
both the student and practitioner of obstetrics. We 
receive it as an addition to our library with thank- 
fulness, and hope that it may secure the patronage 
to which it is so justly entitled. It is unquestion- 
ably a faithful exponent of the principles and prac- 
tice of obstetrics, brought up very fully to the 
existing state of our knowledge. It is systematic 
in its arangement, clear and explicit in all its 
teachings.” 


From the Journal of Rational Medicine. 


“There are many things in this book which will 
make it a great favorite with the profession, and 
probably ¢he favorite Text-Book with students.” 


From the Pacific Medical and Surgical 
Journal, 


‘*This work must take the highest place among 
our Text-Books on obstetrics.” 


From the San Francisco Medical Press. 


*‘A careful examination of Dr. Bedford’s book 
justifies us in recommending it as the Text-Book on 
obstetrics.” 


From the Berkshire Medical Journal. 


“‘This book comes from a high source. Prof. 
Bedford has long stood before the medical profes- 
sion with authority in his department. His work 
displays, as would be expected from such a source, 
a thorough acquaintance with the literature of his 
subject, past and present, down to the very latest 
expedients, and the extensive practical knowledge 
of a popular obstetrician.” 


From the Chicago Medical Examiner. 


‘‘As an American work we are proud of it, and 
most cordially recommend it as a Text-Book on 
obstetrics.” 





From the Philadelphia Eclectic Journal. 


“The best book on obstetrics yet published in 
the English language. It contains such a rich fund 
of valuable medical knowledge, and is so complete 
on all the subjects of which it treats, that we earn- 
estly recommend it to our physicians.” 


From the Cincinnati Lancet and Observer. 


‘¢We approach the examination of this new work 
by Dr. Bedford with something of the same feelings 
that we cut the leaves of a new novel from the fer- 
tile pen and brain of an author who has made his 
mark in the domain of letters. The flattering suc- 
cess which attended the work on the ‘ Diseases of 
Women and Children,’ by Prof. Bedford, and which 
received the high honor of a translation into the 
French and German languages, had prepared us to 
regard, with unusual interest, this systematic treat- 
ise on the ‘ Principles and Practice of Obstetrics.’ It 
affords us sincere pleasure to say that this new 
book is no failure. Our just expectations of the 
author are fully met. He has presented us an indi- 
viduality, which is quite refreshing in these days of 
flunkeyism and imitation. We most cordially com- 
mend it as a complete and most attractive Text- 
Book on the science and art of obstetrics.” 


From the Buffalo Medical and Surgical 
Journal. 

“Dr. Bedford’s book will rank as the highest au- 
thority in the department of obstetrics, and every 
physician will act wisely in adding it to his rong 
The work discusses some important topics not in 
any way referred to in our former standard treat- 
ises on obstetrics. It is a most complete, scien- 
tific, admirably arranged, and carefully considered 
book.” 


From the Philadelphia Medical and Surgical 
Reporter. 

‘*We have read no work on this subject for many 
years with so much unalloyed pleasure and profit. 
The style is plain, fresh—welling up from an exu- 
berant fountain—compact. The plan and arrange- 
ment of the work are at once comprehensive, sys- 
tematic, complete—and fully posted to the existing 
state of the science.” 


From the Chicago Medical Journal. 


‘¢ The announcement of this truly American work, 
by Prof. Bedford, cannot fail to excite great expec- 
tations in the minds of those familiar with the au- 
thor’s highly popular treatise on the ‘Diseases of 
Women and Children,’ to which was paid the unusual 
tribute of a translation into the German and French 
languages; nor do we think the reader will be dis- 
appointed when he has examined this new candi- 
date for professional favor, or conclude that the 
author has sent his work out any too soon. We 
believe this book is destined to take the first place 
in the estimation of the profession, Dr. Bedford 
deserves the thanks and gratitude of the profession 
for having produced a national work of such un- 
equivocal value.” ' 


From the Cincinnati Medical and Surgical 
News. 
“‘The book should be the companion of every 
physician who attends to obstetric practice, and 
the Text-Book of every student of medicine.” 





























THE MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 


REPORTER. 
(PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) 


This journal, which has for many years been 
familiar to the profession of the country, has estab- 
lished a character for utility and independence 
which has secured for-it the support and good-will 
of practical and high-toned physicians in all parts 
of the country. 

In its weekly form the Reporter has become the 
most popular and widely-circulated medical peri- 
odical in the United States. Its editors (who are 
also its proprietors) intend that the Reporter 
shall continue to serve the profession pecially in 
its organized capacity—entirely untrammeled by 
outside connections or influences. 

The following is the plan of the work :— 


1, Original Lectures on Special Departments of 
Medicine and Surgery. 

2. Original Communications. 

8. Illustrations of Hospital Practice; being origi- 
nal reports from the clinical teachings of the 
Hospitals and Schools of this and other cities. 

4, Reports of papers read, and discussions had 
before Medical Societies. 

5. Editorial Department, comprising— 

A Weekly Domestic and Foreign Periscope. 
Brief Reviews and Notices of Books. 
Editorial Articles. 

Correspondence, 

Medical News and Miscellany. 


We intend that our readers shall find the Rerorter 
a@ complete, PRACTICAL, and reliable exponent of 
Medicine and Surgery in all their departments. To 
the full attainment of this object nothing that our 
means can command will be spared, and we confi- 
dently look to the profession for their countenance 
and support. 

The Reporter is issued every Saturday morning, 
each number consisting of thirty-two pages of 
super-royal octavo size, and printed with a clear 
type on good paper. There are two volumes a year, 
with index and title-page. The Volumes begin on 
the first of October and April. 

Terms.—The subscription price is $3 a year, or 
$1.50 for six months, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 
Subscriptions should begin with and include a 
volume. Current paper, postage stamps, or gold, 
(firmly secured between cards or thick paper, and 
the envelope well closed,) will be received in pay- 
ment. 

pay The Rerorrer can be supplied from the 
commencement, at the original subscription price. 

Bounp Votumes can be had at the office, at an 
additional cost of sizty-three cents for the binding. 
These can be sent by mail, if desired, in which case 
the additional cost will be eighty-eight cents, to in- 
clude postage. 

3a Communications, Essays, Items of Intelli- 
gence, Biographical Sketches of distinguished men, 
etc. etc. are respectfully solicited. 

Address ‘‘Editors of the Medical and Surgical Re- 

orter,” Philadelphia, Pa. 

g@>~ Publication office, 115 South Seventh Street. 

8. W. BUTLER, M.D., Edi 
R. J. LEVIS, M.D. mee 
L. C. BUTLER, M.D., Assistant Editor. 








EDWARD PARRISH, . 


PHARMACEUTIST, 


No. 800 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Invites the attention of Physicians to his assort- 


ment of 
MEDICINES, 


Chemical and Pharmaceutical 
Products, 


Adapted to the requirements of practice among the 
better classes. 

Our stock being selected and prepared with spe- 
eial reference to a city dispensing business, may be 
relied upon by Country Practitioners as of standard 
quality. 

We import the celebrated Narcotic Extracts and 
Prepared Juices of Squire, of London, including 
his superior Extract of Cannabis Indica, also 
his Solution of Bimeconate of Morphia, an 
improved opiate, preferred to Laudanum where it 
is found to disagree with the stomach or to pro- 
duce unpleasant after-effects. 

We also offer Aconitia, Atropia and its Sul- 
phate, Emetia, and other Alkaloids, besides an 
assortment of the ‘‘ Eclectic” concentrated remedies, 
including Podophyllin, Cimicifugin, Leptan- 
drin, Gelsemin, etc., now much prescribed by 
regular practitioners; also Aloin, the crystalline 
active principle of aloes. Pepsin the French pre- 
paration of Boudalt, an efficient promoter of diges- 
tion in certain forms of Dyspepsia; also Oxalate 
of Cerium, Carbonate of Lithia, Soluble 
Pyro-phosphate of Iron, and the new remedies 
generally. 


OF OUR OWN PREPARATIONS, 


We specially call attention to the following, as fitted 
to supersede other and less agreeable combinations. 
Elixir of Valerianate of Ammonia, in which 
that powerful though nauseous salt is effectually 
disguised and rendered acceptable. 

Propylamin Cordial. An eligible form of the 
new remedy for Gout and Rheumatism, which has 
attracted so much attention of late. 

Bitter Wine of Iron, an clegant and agreeable 
chalybeate tonic. Elixir of Cinchona Bark, 
made by an improved formula so as to be peculiarly 
grateful to the fastidious invalid. Suppositories 
of Opium, Astringents, etc., made with Butter of 
Cocoa, an emollient vehicle, fusible at the tempera- 
ture of the body This form of preparation is much 
prescribed of late, and can be furnished to order of 
any composition directed. ™ 
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MEDICAL WORKS 


PUBLISHED BY 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO.,, 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Will be sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of the price by the Publishers. 





MACLEOD’S 


SURGERY OF THE CRIMEAN WAR. 


NOTES ON THE SURGERY OF THE WAR IN THE CRIMEA, 
with Remarks on the Treatment of Gunshot Wounds. By 
Grorce H. B. Macteop, M.D., F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the General 
Hospital in Camp before Sebastopol, Lecturer on Military Sur- 
gery in Anderson’s University, Glasgow, etc. etc. One vol. 
12mo. $1.50. 





SUMMARY OF CONTENTS. 


Chap. I—The History and Physical Characters of the Crimea. 
The Changes of the Seasons during the occupation by the 
Allies. The Natives, and their Diseases. 

Chap. II.—Drainage of the Camp. Water Supply. Latrines. 
Food. Cooking. Fuel. Clothing. Housing. Duty. Effect 
of all these combined on the health and diseases of the soldiers. 
Hospitals. Distribution of the Sick. Nursing, male and fe- 
male. Transport. 

Chap. III.—The Campaign in Bulgaria, and its effects on the 
subsequent health of the troops. The Diseases which ap- 
peared there, and during the Flank March, as well as after- 
ward in the Camp before Sebastopol. 

Chap. IV.—Distinction between Surgery as practiced in the 
Army and Civil Life. Soldiers as Patients, and the character 
of the Injuries to which they are liable. Some peculiarities 
in the wounds and injuries seen during the war. 

Chap. V.—The “Peculiarities” of Gunshot Wounds, and their 
General Treatment. 

Chap. VI.—The use of Chloroform in the Crimea. Primary and 
Secondary Hemorrhage from Gunshot Wounds. Tetanus. 
Gangrene. Erysipelas. Frost-bite. 

Chap. VII.—Injuries of the Head. 

Chap. VIII.—Wounds of the Face and Chest. 

Chap. IX —Gunshot Wounds of the Abdomen and Bladder. 

Chap. X—Compound Fracture of the Extremities. 

Chap. XI.—Gunshot Wounds of Joints. Excision of Joints, etc. 

Chap. XII —Amputation. 


FROM SURGEON-GENERAL HENRY H. SMITH. 

GenTLEMEN :—I thank you for the copy of Macleod’s Surgery 
as published by you. 

With the English Edition I am very familiar, and regard it as 
one of the best of the modern works on Military Surgery. 

Its republication at the present moment is a valuable contri- 
bution for our Army Surgeons, all of whom should have it. 

Very truly, yours, 
HENRY H. SMITH. 

Mrssns. J. B. Liprrncorr & Co, 

Philadephia, Dec. 3, 1861. 





GU TEHRIE’S 
SURGERY OF WAR. 


COMMENTARIES ON THE SURGERY OF THE WAR 


IN PORTUGAL, SPAIN, FRANCE, AND THE NETHERLANDS, 


From the battle of Roliga, in 1808, to that of Waterloo, in 1815, 
with additions relating to those in the CRIMEA, in 1854-55; 
showing the improvements made during and since that period 
in the great art and science of surgery on all the subjects to 
which they relate. By G. J. Guraris, F.R.S. One vol. 12mo, 
$2.25. 





f ~ ery of the humerus sawn off below the tuberosities, 
. The ‘ 
cc. Fractures of the head of the bone, 


[FROM THE PREFACE TO THE SIXTH LONDON EDITION.] 

“The rapid sale of the fifth, and the demand for a sixth edi- 
tion of this work, enable me to say that the precepts inculcated 
in it have been fully borne out and confirmed by the practice of 
the Surgeons of the army in the Crimea in almost every partic- 
ular. * * + They have performed operations of the 
greatest importance at my suggestion, that had not been done 
before, with a judgment and ability beyond all praise; and they 
have modified others to the great advantage of those who may 
hereafter suffer from similar injuries. 

7 * * » * . * 

“The precepts laid down are the result of the experience ac- 
quired in the war in the Peninsula, from the first battle of Rol- 
iga, in 1808, to the last in Belgium, of Waterloo, in 1815, which 
altered, nay, overturned, nearly all those which existed previ- 
ously to that period, on all the points to which they relate. 
Points as essential in the surgery of domestic as in military 
life. They have been the means of saving the lives, and of re- 
lieving, if not even of preventing, the miseries of thousands of 
our fellow-creatures throughout the civilized world.” 

















PO ge GE aes RE Og HRT 


J. B, LIPPINCOTT & CO.’S 


Reeves’s Enteric Fever. A Practical Treatise 
on Enteric Fever. Being an analysis of 130 con- 
secutive cases, derived from private practice, 
and embracing a partial history of the disease in 
Virginia. By James E. Rezves, M.D. One vol. 
12mo. $1.00. 

Malgaigne’s Treatise on Fractures. A 

Treatise on Fractures. By Professor J. F. 

Mataaiene, of Paris. With over one hundred 

Illustrations. Translated from the French, with 


notes and additions, by Joun H. Packanp, M.D. 
$4.00. 


One vol. 8vo. 





Old Intra-Capsular Fracture, with considerable shortening. 


Malgaigne’s Treatise has enjoyed so wide a cir- 
culation and such well-deserved renown, that we 
must own to a feeling of surprise at learning that 
before the appearance of the present work no at- 
tempt has been made to, present so popular an 
author in an English dress, The present book, a 
contribution to our literature from America, is the 
work of a gentleman whose name is not otherwise 
known to us, and is one which we can conscienti- 
ously pronounce very valuable. . . A very use- 
ful book indeed, and one which we hope will have 
an extensive circulation.— British and Foreign Med.- 
Chir. Review. 

Must be regarded as a monument, conspicuous 
and to be admired, even among the noble monu- 
ments of the medical literature of his [the author’s] 
country. As a solid, complete, substantial, highly- 
finished work, we know of none that is its superior; 
it can, with justice, be regarded as a model in 
scientific literature.— North American Med.-Chir. 
Review. 

It affords us sincere pleasure to be able to wel- 
come the appearance, in an English dress, of this 
valuable treatise. The annotations which Dr. 
Packard has appended to it are numerous, and ap- 
pear to us to be of much practical value, adapting, 
as they do, the treatment of fractures to the gener- 
ally received and most approved American methods. 
—Journal of the Medical Sciences. 


Richardson’s Anatomy. Elements of Human 
Anatomy: General, Descriptive, and Practical. 
With over 400 illustrations, By T. G. Ricnarp- 
son, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy in the 





MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


Medical Department of the University of Louis- 
ville, and one of the attending Surgeon to the 
Louisville Marine Hospital. One vol. 8vo. $3.00. 





Veins of the head and neck. 


It is an amply sufficient text-book, and the pre- 
ceptor may confidently place it in the hands of his 
pupils as such. The wood-cuts are numerous and 
elegant, and serve admirably to illustrate the text. 
—New Jersey Medical Reporter. 

Our author claims for his work the improvement 
of having general, descriptive, and practical anat- 
omy in the same volume; the arrangement of the 
section devoted to practical anatomy so as to secure 
the greatest possible economy of material; and 
lastly, in the substitution of English for Latin 
terms, wherever it appeared to be practicable and 
judicious.—N. Y. Medical Times. 


Wood’s Lectures and Addresses. Introe 
ductory Lectures and Addresses on Medical 
Subjects. Delivered chiefly before the medical 
classes of the University of Pennsylvania. By 
Gro. B. Woop, M.D., LL.D., President of the 
American Philosophical Society, Professor of the 
Theory and Practice of Medicine, and of Clinical 
Medicine, in the University of Pennsylvania, 
ete. etc. One vol. 8vo. $1.75. 


Wood’s Practice of Medicine. A Treatise 
on the Practice of Medicine. By. Gzo. B. Woon, - 
M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice,of 
Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania. 
Fourth edition, improved. Two vols. 8vo. $7.00. 
This is far the best work on the practice, of medi- 

cine in the English language, and we recommend 

it strongly to the attention of our readers. It is 
much fuller than Dr. Watson’s admirable lectures, 
while it is less lengthy than the Library or Cyclo- 
peedia of Medicine; and it has this further advant- 
age over the two last-named works—that while 
they are far behind, it is a fair reflex of the actual 
state of knowledge.— London Medical Times ana 
Gazette. ’ 


J.B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Publishers; 
22 and 24 North Fourth 8t., Philadelphia. 


























BROOKLYN SURGICAL INSTITUTE, 
280 Washington Street, 
BROOKLYN, N. ¥. 


At this Institution students will be received for “Private Tu- 
ition” by the Faculty on the usual terms. Good opportunities 
for anatomical dissections and surgical operations upon cadaver 
ean be afforded, without limit of material. 

Ths Orthopeedi ic Department, under the personal attendance of 

uer, comprises 12 beds for the admittance of pa- 
tients afflicted with pn se ~ He and joint diseases. 

Six private rooms are reserved for Lying-in cases. 

Applications for the admission of students and patients may 
be made cither by letter to post-office, box 147, or in person at the 
office of the unde ed. 

For the Trustees, 
H. D. —— 


yperintendent. 
D. W. KOLBE, 
SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER, 
32 South Ninth Street, 


Two doors above Chestnut, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Previous to his commencing business in this city, he was en- 
Sor 0 conahbwehie Gan te the most cele eeneag 
pay en jum, and ay en pare ar pine ery 
y is nstrument, however —— or minute it may 
be, whose construction he is unacquainted with. or which he 
could not manufacture. 

Deeply impressed with the responsibility attached to the 
maker of Tnstrements employed by the Surgeon, he will furnish 
no instrument without a — certainty of its being as 
perfect as it is possible to make 

As he has during the last three been present at the 
ations performed at the Surgical = ra of the Colleges and Hos- 
pitals of Philade' a oe he trusts that he understands fully the 
wants of the Profession in this important yoy He asks 
attention to his Artificial Legs, Arms, and 


REFERENCES: 
George W. wants, - ae Surgeon to to the Penna. Hospital. 


E. Hartshorne, M 
Honry H.S8mith, MD, Professor of Shaken “University of Penn- 
nt. Hodge, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics, University of Penn- 
— D. Gross, M.D., Professor of Surgery, Jefferson Medical 
ca M.D., Professor of Anatomy, Jefferson Medical 
8. Li M.D. a Will's Hospital. 
> orp 
D uaye es MD., Burgeon to Philadelphia Hospital. 


, 200—tf 





b-foot Apparatus. 
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LOUIS V. HELMOLD, 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER, 
No. 135 SOUTH TENTH STREET, 
(Opposite the Jefferson Medical College,) 
PHILADELPHIA. 
Manufactures and keeps constantly on hand a general assort- 
ment of 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 
Of the finest quality and most approved patterns. 


H. SEBALD, 
DESIGNER AND ENGRAVER 


ON 
WOOD, 
No. 43 SOUTH THIRD STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA 
Feb. 1—ly 
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B. FRANK PALMER, 


SURGEON-ARTIST TO THE 
MEDICAL COLLEGES AND HOSPITALS, 
AUTHOR OF 
NEW RULES FOR AMPUTATIONS, 
INVENTOR OF THE 
“PALMER ARM,’ LEG, ETC., 
HAS REMOVED TO THE 
STONE EDIFICE, 
No. 1609 CHESTNUT ST., 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Three Squares West of the Old Stand. 
——<»~o 


This establishment, erected at great nse for the business, 
combines every possible comfort and fhellity fo for Surgico-Artistic 


ope 
The Proprietor will domate his personal attention to the Pro- 
fession at this H 


ouse, and construct the “PALMER LI 
(under the New Patents,) in wnezampled oo Manne 


these i—_ are worn, einen — ~) at a 
galaxy of and silver medals (fifty “First over 
all competition, in the principal —_ of the world), attest the 

ublic value of these Inventions. All genuine “Palmer Limbs” 
plead seep tain the Ne woes eo Amputations, and 
contain the New 
full i for persons in want of limbs, sent free to appli- 
cants by mail or otherwise. v 


Physicians, and all persons inter- 


ested, is most solicited. 
All former shane expired by limitation. Address 
B. FRANK PALMER, 
Surgeon-Artist, 
ap6 1608 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





WADE & FORD, 


INSTRUMENT MAKERS to the New York, Bellevue, and 
City Hospitals, Manufacture and Import all kinds of Surgical 
and Dental Instruments, Appliances, Syringes, ete., 
85 Fulton Street, New York. 


W. & F. beg leave to call the eaten of Go Faculty to the 
latest and most compact general Operating Case, which th 
preteen pede es she Ys fame bef Dr, Janne 8. Weed, 0 
er of which will cor Bp ae. Also, 

Dr. Lewis A. Sayre’s omiaaed ond —— lint Morbus Coxa- 
rius. Directions for measurements wil forwarded when pe- 
quested. 

REverEnces:—James R. W. M.D., Lewis A. Sayer, M.D., 
Stephen Smith, M.D., B. F. Beshe’ MED , U.S.N. 

Priced Catalogues will be sent to any address. 

AQ Agents for Jewott’s Artificial Limbs, which are superior 
to all others. 





J. H. GEMRIG, 
No. 109 South Eighth St., below Chestnut, 


MANUFACTURER OF 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, TRUSSES, AWD 
APPARATUS FOR DEFORMITIES, SPLINTS, 
Manufactures to order and keeps constantly on hand a general 


assortment of - 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS 


shat Seat aed rea el wen 
assortment of 





ROBBINS’ 
SURGEONS’ ADHESIVE PLASTER. 


The undersigned would invite the attention of Surgeons to the 


above-named Plaster, to which he has devoted many months in ° 


bringing to its present state of perfection, and which he is now 
ready to supply in any quantity. It is put up in rolls of one and 
two yards long, and ten inches wide, in tight tin boxes, and will 
retain its adhesive quality for any length of time. It will also 
adhere equally well after two, three, or half a dozen applications. 
C. B. ROBBINS, M.D., Worcester, Mass. 
_—o-— 
EXTRACTS FROM CERTIFICATES. 
I am fully convinced that we have no better article for use in 
private practice, the hospital, or on the battle-field. 
JOSEPH N. BATES, Surgeon 15th Mass. Regt. 


Boston, December, 1861. 
I fally concur ip the aboye. 
WM. J. DALE, M.D., 21 Aliston St. 


Srare Lunatic Hosprrat, Worcester, Mass., Jan. 30, 1862. 
Dr. Ropyins—Dear Sir: It gives me Plgsure to state that we 
are now using, in this Institution, your Water-proof Adhesive 


Plaster, and find it a better article than any known tous. I 
confidently recommend it to Surgeons and Physicians for general 
se. MERRICK BEMIS, M.D., Sup’t. 


For superiority of adhesion, strength, and neatness, it surpasses 
all others I have ever used. 8. H. TEWKSBURY, MD. 
PortLanp, Me., Jan. 18, 1862, 


Its superiority consists in its adhering to a wet surface, and 
being impervious to water. 
DAVID THAYER, M.D., 40 Beach St. 


PHILADELPHIA, March 4th, 1862. 

Robins’ Surgeons’ Adhesive Plaster is the best article for the 

that I have used. I have .> it effectively for closing 
wounds, and for making extension in the treatment of fractures 
aad deformities. R. J. LEVIS, M.D. 
Surgeon to the Philadelphia Hospital. 
PHILADELPHIA, March 20th, 1862. 

I Galle rommend Robbins’ Adhesive Plaster, having used 
it in public and — practice for some time, and find it far 
superior to any Ihave employed. T.@. MORTON, M.D., 

Surgeon to Wills’ Hospital. 


—_—o—- 
fomples will be forwarded by inclosing a letter stamp to O. B. 
ROBBINS, M.D., Worcester, Mass. 


J, M. MIGEOD, 
MANUFACTURER OF 
MEDICAL SADDLE BAGS, MEDICINE TRUNKS, &e., 
No. 27 South Eighth St., Second Story, 
Entrance on JAYNE 8T., (formerly Lodge Alley,) 
PHILADELPHIA, 








SKELETONS FOR SALE. 


with bones 
a tab eyes renee « ment oe 


JOHN CAMPBELL, 


Janitor of the Philadelphia School of Anatomy, 
CHAUNT Street, Philadelphis. 266 


THE TRUSS AND BANDAGE 


BUSINESS OF THE LATE DR. CLEN 





No. 50 Nonta will 


E 
SHOULDER BRA 
ELASTIC G8, 
SPINAL APPARATUB 
For weak and curved spines, aud 
INSTRUMENTS FOR ALL DEFORMITIBS. 
Private entrance for Ladies. 





THE PLACENTA, 


The Organic Nervous System, the Blood, 
the Oxygen, and the Animal Nerv- 
ous System Physiologically 
Examined. 


BY JOHN O'REILLY, M.D., F.R.C.8.1, ETC. 


8. 8. & W. WOOD, 389 Broadway, New York. 
JOHN CHURCHILL, New Burlington St., London. 





EXTRACTS FROM NOTICES. 


Dr. O'Reilly is evidently an enthusiastic student in whatever 
department of medical science he directs his inquiries. 
chooses by preference the most abstruse subjects, and brings to 
their investigation experimentation, observation, and ratiocina- 
tion. To give the various questions which the author has brought 
forward, and subjected to critical analysis, a complete examina- 
tion, would be a task for which we have neither time nor space. 
Nor would such review profit the reader who has access to Dr. 
O’Reilly’s work. It pf and a mass of. propositions, experi 
ments, and conclusions, which no one can proper! —— 
without carefully perusing the work itself. The author has done 


“a good service by giving to his veriows. — this perma- 


nent form.— Medical Times, (New York. 

We would, therefore, ask for the work of Dr. O’Reilly a favor- 
able reception; not because its author can be said to have been 
successful in the establishment of the doctrines advanced by him 
in relation to life and nerve-action, but because of our belief that 
a study of the treatise will be calculated to open a wide field of 
—. > proper cultivation of which is destined te yield val- 
uable t. 


In the volume before us will be found a fund of materials for 
thought, the accumulation of which has evidently cost its author 
no trifling amount of research ; and, likewise, a series of induc 
tions which cannot fail to arrest the attention of the reader, and 
incite in him a desire to investigate the — upon which 
they are predicated, with a view to test their validity. 

It is true that there is scarcely a page of it which does not 
present some startling proposition ; of which mal of Medion 
turn out, in the end, to be truths— American Journal of Medicat 
Science, (Philadelphia.)j 

That Dr. O’Reilly has considerable independence as a thinker, 
and displays an unusual vigor in the character and manner of 
his inquiries, is not to be disputed. He labors, too, in a field of 
investigation where earnestness of p is certainly requisite 
for any degree of success.—Cincinnali Lancet and Observer, 


The subjects treated of possess an absorbing interest and im- 

to the physiologist ; and, although the pre tions Dr. 

Reilly offers are startling in their novelty and boldness, he has 
presented such an array of facts and authorities, hgs evidently 
expended so vast an amount of research and thought, that they 
claim more than consideration—investigation ; and the student 
in this domain canaot but thank bim for the many interesting 
paths he has pioneered for further exploration. a is 
replete with some new view, some unlooked-for grouping of re- 
condite and apposite facts; and these analogies, so novel yet 
so correct, in most cases, furnish him with the most interesting, 
and, if true, the mogt momentous deductions and inferences.— 
Chicago Medical Examiner, (IUinois.) 

All through his book, Dr. O’Reilly proves himself a profound 
anatomist, as well as physiologist; indeed, we might almost say, 
that to the latter study he has, if possible, devoted himself the 
more closely. It is, therefore, that we claim for him a careful 
and thoughtful perusul of his theories, in which he gives the 
nervous system an importance and promiuvence not hitherto 
awarded it —Dublin Medical Press, (Ireland.) [286—288 


TRUSS AND BRACE DEPARTMENT 
CONNECTED WITH 
NEEDLES’ PHARMACEUTICAL STORE, 
TWELFTH AND RACE STREETS, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
HERNIAL TRUSSES and MECHANICAL APPLIANCES 
correctly adjusted by . 
Cc. H. NEEDLES. 
Fine French and poproved Amesiapn, sdepted to every 


form of Rupture in adul 
Engli American 8 and Belts; Shoulder 
Suspensories, Elastic t and Syringes in great 
Lad 8’ Departmen: Twelfth Street, lst door below Race. Oon- 
ducted by competent tables. 21—ly 
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NEW YORK COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


May 5, 1862. 


VACOINE VIRUS AND VACCINATION, 





Da. J. P. Lowes, House Physician of the 
Eastern Dispensary, read a paper on Vaccine 
Virus and the Practice of Vaccination at the 
Present Day, of which the following is a brief 
summary of the more important topics :— 

Da. Lowns says it is important to mention 
that as the period of incubation of small. pox | 
is long compared with that of cow-pox, always | 
vaccinate an exposed individual up to the time | 
of the breaking out of small-pox, and if you do | 
not prevent entirely you make it milder, and | 
some say you may vaccinate after the eruption 
—, with benefit. 

© produce the true vaccine disease, the pref- | 
erable mdde is to use fresh vaccine lymph, taken | 


| 


from a perfect vesicle on a healthy child be- 
tween the fifth and ninth days before the forma- 
= of the areola. This was Dr. Jenner's golden | 
rule. 

Erysipelas generally occurs as a complication 
in spring, but alway gets well under the local 
application of warm water. Out of 50,000 vac- 
cinated in eight years, over 400 cases of erysip- 
elas have occurred after the sixth day, none con- 
tinuing on to suppuration, all having been treated 
simply with warm water. But these accidents 
are most likely to arise from late lymph. 

In obtaining lymph from a vesicle, care should 
be taken not to prick through the vesicle into 
the vein, for as soon as the blood stops you have 
serum and not albuminons vaccine. Sometimes, 
however, the vesicle will seem to distill large 
quantities, like a gland, so that you may obtain a 
bulk of fluid many times greater than the size of 
the vesicle itself. 

The lymph when taken should always be clear, 
light, and thio, almost like water. It shows very 
little on the — and soon evaporates. If it 
coates the quill thickly, it is proof that it is too 
old. The best and most reliable characteristic 
about this early lymph is its general beneficence. 
I do not think that there are any well authenti- 
eated cases on record where it has been the 
vehicle of poisonous infection of any kind, while 
that from the same vesicle used after the inflam- 
matory process had set in has frequently been 
the cause of disease and death. 

A good use may be made of vaccine in curing 
nevi materni, and its styptic properties are such 
that I can always staunch their blood with it. I 
have also vaccinated at the scrobiculus cordis in 
pertussis with benefit. 

Referring again to the progress in the develop- 
ment of the vesicle, the blood and other inflam- 
matory products are further variously purified in 
the scab by the twenty-first day, and it separates 
or can be dissected off from the cellular tissue. 
The color of the top of the scab is modified by 


| no matter 





that of the skin, lightest from a blonde, a lym- 
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phatic, or sanguine temperament; darker from 
the brunette or bilious; and highest colored from 
the pigmentam nigram of the African. If the 
crust consists of pure, hard lymph, the lighter 
and clearer the better, that is, it contains less 
pus, blood, and other unnecessary material ; but 
if friable or soft, as if mixed with pus, etc. the 
lighter the worse, 

trom pore eighth tay tye sever dutertorten, 
rom pure , hever 
Pd 
scab to sca’ u ts protective power. 
A scab can never be alte 80 Ge as the eighth- 
day lymph, besides a scab which remains on the 
site of the sore for several days after it separates 
from the cellular tissue may spoil from the heat 
of the arm, or of fire, or the sun. 

Although it may be the rule that one vaccina- 
tion will protect an individual from small-pox for 
life, yet as no person can be assured that he is 
not one of the exceptions, frequent revaccina- 
tion, say as often as every five or six years, con- 
stitutes the only safety. 

As varioloid varies in intensity, from a mere 
water-pock to @ well-marked small-pox, and a 
revaccination, from a rapid, imperfect pustale, to 
a regular and stated vaccine disease, we may 
safely adopt the theory that in proportion as the 
protective power gradually leaves the system, so 
the recurrent vaccine vesicle will be more or less 
perfect. Hence it is very imporfant to use no- 
thing but eighth-day lymph in these cases ; this 
will constitute a sure test, and renew the protec- 
tive power till it equals that of a primary vacci- 
nation. 

Dr. Tuompson remarked that a mixture of col- 
lodion, tannin, and iron, had been used at Quran- 
tine, with good effect, in preventing pitting; the 
object of the mixture being accomplished by 
excluding the light with the black mark thus 
formed. 

Dr. Finnett had used and seen used eve 
preparation that had ever been recommended, 
and in every manner, to test its efficiency, and 
had come to the conclusion that nothing was of . 
any use. 

Dr. Miter thought well of a strong solution 
of nitrate of silver; had used it in a case of con- 
fluent small-pox, commencing on the third day of 
the eruption, and applying it four or five times a 
day. He thought it aborted the pustules, not by 
excluding air nor light, but by its disinfectin 
power. In his case the pits on the hands an 
neck were deep, while the face was smooth. 

Dr. Lotnes seldom vaccinated a child with 
eczema, but found no bad effect with any other 
eruption ; found t difficulty in making vac- 
cine take in children tainted with syphilitic in- 
fection; vaccinated one case over a hundred 
times and then succeeded; often from five to 
twenty times. 

Dr. Peroy vaccinated a woman pregnant 
about three months; he afterward vaccinated 
her child fourteen times before it took, and then 
it left no mark. He also vaccinated a gentle- 
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man whose wife was confined 290 days after. 
ward, and whose child be could not vaccinate. 
Was the emmy by the ts in these 
eases the reason of difficulty in vaccinati 
the children? If variola be qoumentental 
im utero, why may not vaccinia? 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE BROOKLYN 
MEDICO-.CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 


Danret. Avags, M.D., President. 


Ca Gangrene of Lower Extremity ; 
ena beaweny. “iy J. H. Hobart Bu 
M.D., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Mrs. B., seventy-five of age, residing in 
County, in this State, was attacked 

tember 3d, 1861, with cholera morbus, terminating 
in dysentery. On the 6th, about the time the 
dysenteric symptoms were relieved, a violent 
pain seized her in the left foot and leg. There 
was no other symptom of inflammation. The 
surface was both paler and colder than natural, 
and there was no tumefaction. The pain con- 
tinued violent twenty-four hours, and then grad- 
ually decreased, the limb becoming insensible. 
In the mean time heat, stimulants, and friction 
had been employed. Reddish spots now appeared 
upon the foct and leg—one as high as the inser- 
tion of the ligamentum patella. These gradually 
changed to lead color and purple. Poultice of 
yeast and charcoal was now ordered. After sev- 
eral days a distinct line of demarkation between 
the living and the dead made its appearance at 
the usual site of the garter, just below the tuber- 
osity of the tibia, and extending somewhat irreg- 
ularly around the limb. In front, however, this 
line was not clearly defined—the dark leaden hue 
extending upward over the patella. 

By the 24th uf September the effort of nature 
to throw off the offending member had become of 
more decided inflammatory character. Redness, 
swelling, heat, and pain were all present at the 
knee, and contionsd. slowly to increase, both in 
activity and extent, till the time of the amputa- 
tion. I first saw the case on the 30th of Septem- 
ber, and although these evidences of inflammation 
in the knee were unmistakable and gradually in- 
creasing, the symptoms were not very acute. 
All below the line of demarkation, already re- 
ferred to, was cold and pulseless. The patient, 
who was naturally of vigorous constitution, was 
now very much enfeebled. The arterial circula- 
tion, which was everywhere weak, could not be 
felt in the popliteal of the gangrenous limb, and 
was but just perceptible in the femoral. Her 
stomach and bowels had returned to a pretty 
healthy condition, and her appetite was partially 
restored. She had no objection to the removal 
of the limb, if I advised it. Upon consultation, 
October 2d, with Dr. Drake, of Westford, and 
Dr. Smith, of Cooperstown, it was decided that 
her only chance for life depended upon amputa- 
tion, and that nothing was to be gained by 
longer delay. With the assistance of these gen- 


m- 
rye, 
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tlemen, I therefore proceeded immediately 
operate. lt was about one o'clock p.m. ‘The 
— had taken a light br-skfast, and, by my 
—- no dinner. ‘ Jministered a little 


we reap 

from the extremity. 

necessary, 

nature of the disease, we conceived that it might 
be an additional safeguard against 
hemorrhage. 

After an hour, adjusted the flaps with sutures 
and adhesive strips, and applied a cloth dipped 
in cold water. She suffered ——e from the 
operation. To insure a comfortable night, a 
little Dover’s powder and camphor were given. 
Rested well all night; only awaking occasionally 
to take a little weak milk-punch. This was the 
first night of even comparative comfort that she 
had experienced since the commencement of her 
illness, for although the pain was greatly dimin- 
ished after the first twenty-four hours, and after 
the limb became dead to all external impressions, 

et it had constantly been sufficient to deprive 
os of rest. 

Since October 3d to the present time, (Decem- 
ber 10th.) she has taken no medicine, has slept 
well at night, and been almost entirely free from 
pain. The treatment has consisted of generous 
diet with a wineglass of Scotch ale three or four 
times a day, and locally water-dressings. Very 
little inflammatory action appeared, and a large 

rtion of the wound healed by first intention. 

or two weeks there was scarcely any discharge, 

In the night of October 14th, the friends were 
alarmed by a pretty copious flow of pus mixed 
with venous blood. It soon, however, became 
entirely purulent and was laudable, both in quality 
and quantity. The first ligature came away about 
the third week, the second and third about the 
fourth and fifth weeks. The fourth was retained 
two months, notwithstanding gentle traction was 
made upon it daily. At the end of this period 
it separated, but did not seem to come away 
entire. It is ten weeks to-day (December 10th) 
since the operation, and at last accounts the 
patient was sitting up five or six hours daily and 
gaining strength. Stump looking well. , 

Many questions of practical import arose in 
connection with this cause. Such as, is this 
properly gangrena senilis? Is it dry or wet, or 
does it partake of the nature of both? Does it 
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depend upon some constitutional cause, or is it 
entirely local? May we — trace it to 
some traumatic origin? If we amputate, have 
we no reason to fear gangrene in the stump? If 
there be arterial disease, are all the arteries in a 
diseased condition so as to reoder a‘similar 
obstruction liable to occur elsewhere at any 
moment? Is the obstruction in the circulation 
caused by mere feebleness of the current giving 
rise to a stasis, and thus forming a thrombosis; 
or is there a thrombosis caused by a lesion of 
the main artery? 

In reference to the possibility of some injury 
having been sustained by the affected limb, I 
learned by inquiry that a few hours ipertags 
twenty-four) before the violent pain in the limb 
commenced, the patient arose hastily from bed 
to answer an urgent call of nature, and had a 
partial fall. Ishall enter upon no @iscussion of 
the other questions, as most of them find a ready 
answer in the condition of the severed limb, 
which was as follows: Popliteal artery entirely 
closed by a clot. The other tissues at and near 
the point of amputation were in a pretty healthy 
condition. Below the knee the cutaneous and 
subcutaneous tissues were disorganized, while 
the deeper muscles were in a state of preserva- 
tion, giving evidence that they had retained some 
degree of vitality to the last, and accounting for 
the unusual amount of pain which had been ex- 
perienced after the mortification occurred. 


Dr. Jones’s Case of Calculus in the Urethra, in 


a Child of Fourteen Morths. 


An infant, aged fourteen months, residing in 
York Street, in this city, was brought to me by 
its mother while lying in a convulsion which had 
then lasted, according to her account, over two 
hours. She informed me that the child had not 
passed any water for four days.(?) 1 found 
upon examining the little sufferer that its bladder 
was very much distended and hard, forming a 
tumor above the symphisis pubis, of large size 
for a child of this age, and ascertained that this 
distention was caused by an obstruction in the 
urethra. Manipulations by others, previously 
made, had, together with the presence of this 
foreign substance in the urethra, caused much 
swelling and tenderness of the parts, rendering 
any attempt on my part to pass an instrument 
extremely painful and causing a very free dis- 
charge of blood. Pressure by means of warm 
water having failed to afford relief after a fair 
trial, 1 procured assistance, and it was deemed 
necessary to immediately operate, in order to 
prevent the bladder from being ruptured, and 
relieve the little sufferer from its agonizing pain. 

I was very kindly and efficiently assisted in 
the operation by my friends Drs. J. T. Conkling 
and J. P. Colgan, Jr. After the patient was 
sufficiently under the influence of an anesthetic, 
which was administered by an intelligent student 
of mine, Mr. R. M. Deering, I commenced the 
operation by introducing a small-sized male 
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catheter very carefully down to the obstruction, 
which appeared very hard and very firmly im- 
pacted in the urethra, in the immediate vicinity 
of the neck of the bladder; one of the gentlemen 
held this in posititon while I made an incision 
on the median line on through the perineum 
down to the point of the obstruction, sufficiently 
large to enable me to introduce a pair of strong 
forceps and grasp the foreign body and remove 
it. At the same time I dislodged it, the catheter 
was passed forward into the bladder and the 
urine gradually drawn off through it. 

The wound was closed with adhesive strips 
and cold water-dressing applied; it healed by 
first intention without an untoward symptom, 
notwithstanding the mother managed, during the 
first two days the child wore the instrument, to 
get it out of the bladder four times, although 
every precaution was taken to secure it in posi- 
tion. The catheter was removed on the eleventh 
day, and the patient rapidly progressed to health. 

The obstruction was caused by a calculus, 
which I present to the Society; it is about as 
large as a pea and irregular in shape, having a 
number of rounded angles. 

The case appeared to be an interesting one 
on account of the age of the child, a nursing 
infant, the lengthened period of retention of the 
urine, and I believe it to be as young, if not the 
youngest, case ever operated upon for this cause. 


Allustrations of Hospital Practice. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SUR- 
GEONS, NEW YORK. 
Clinic of Professor ALONz0 CLARK. 
May 1, 1862. 
EPILEPSY. 


* It is a singular fact that in nearly every case of 
epilepsy the face is drawn over the left shoulder, 
and the body is turned to the left during the 
commencement of an attack; of this characteris- 
tic I know no explanation, The attack is also 
almost always marked by a noisy, restrained in- 
spiration, and so constant and peculiar is this 
feature that, on hearing the inspiration behind 
my back in public assemblies, I have, on dif- 
ferent occasions, at once correctly diagnosed 
args g A This lad had convulsions in infancy, 
but I have not made up my mind as to the im- 
portance of this fact in connection with sub- 
sequent epilepsy, or whether indeed there be any 
connection between the two. 

No plan of treatment is sufficiently successful 
to satisfy us. That of Van der Kolk is the one 
I have adopted. He agrees with Marshall Hall . 
in that the seat of the disease is the medulla 
oblongata. There is a morbidly exalted sensi- 
bility and irritability of the ganglionic cells of that 
organ—“ an overaction of the reflective centre 
from increased vascular supp.y and exaggerated 
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nutritive change.” I have seen temporary relief 
obtained by the free use of sulphate of zinc; 
counter-irritation to the back of the neck: first 
a blister, then an issue, then a seton, in con- 
nection with tartar emetic, in one-tenth grain 
doses, and drachm doses of inf. digitalis, con- 
tinued for some time. From the favorable re- 
sults Ihave seen of this treatment, I am inclined 
to continue it. Very much may often be obtained 
by keeping your patient upon vegetable diet ; I 
have seen very marked improvement by the sim- 
ple use of a vegetable diet without any medica- 
tion. Epileptics are apt to eat voraciously, and 
nothing is more apt to bring on an attack than 
some article of indigestible food. A powder 
magazine is a perfectly safe thing till a spark 
of fire is thrown into it, and so the epileptic 
diathesis, or susceptibility, may remain dormant 
till some exciting cause, however small, shall 
bring on an explosion. 


UNIVERSITY MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Clinique of Pror. Beprorp. 
May 11th. 
CRUSTA LACTEA 


Depends upon irritation of the gums from denti- 
tion, and usually occurs about the sixth or 
seventh month, the time when the teeth begin 
to appear. Needs but little more than cleanliness. 


NZVUS MATERNUS. 


This is a congenital trouble; mother cannot 
account for it by a longing or vivid impression 
during pregnancy; child is eight weeks old, and 
therefore not old enough for an operation; 
should use nitric acid in this case, as it leaves 
but little scar and heals kindly. 


RACHITIS. 


The spinal column performs a most important 
and necessary service. If you stand or walk erect, 
it is because the spinal column is right; in hump- 
backs the head sinks behind the shoulders be- 
cause there is a defect in the vertebral column. 
The name of this disease does not indicate its 
remedies, which are fully understood only when 
you comprehend its pathology. An inseparable 
condition is deficiency of hard matter or phos- 
phate of lime in the system. Dip a bone in 
nitric acid and the phosphate of lime is destroyed, 
and you can wind it around your hand: the 
animal matter remains. Throw a bone in the 
fire and animal matter is destroyed, and it be- 
comes brittle and crumbles between your fingers : 
animal matter is destroyed and the earthy only 
remains. ‘These two elements must be in certain 
and proper proportion to constitute healthy 
bone. This child has a deficiency of bony matter. 
An old man walking complains suddenly of 
lameness and inability to walk. The discerning 
physician at once declares fracture of the thigh, 
though the cause has been so slight as not to 
lead the old man to suspect it: deficiency of 
animal matter. Bathe the boy in salt water once 
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or twice a day, give him five drops of the s 
of the iodide of an three raven day, and aa 
him down to the beach and let him play like a 
dack. Such children may be fed on phosphate 
of lime, and even nurses so fed will impart it to 
their nurslings and thus correct the disease. 


SUSPECTED VESICO-VAGINAL FISTULA. 


This woman has been twelve years married, and 
has had five children—the first two born alive, 
the last three still-born. The living children 
were delivered without assistance; the third was 
dead some time before it was born; the fourth was 
also born dead, and the fifth was delivered with 
forceps after three hours’ labor. The professor 
believed that inasmuch as this woman had been 
delivered of her first two living children without 
assistance, and of her third and fourth without in- 
terference, though they were dead, the accoucheur 
was not justified in resorting to forceps so soon 
after the beginning of labor, thus exposing the 
mother to the risk of fistula. He wished to em- 
phasize a lesson he had often taught in his lectures 
and writings, not to resort too hastily to the use 
of foreeps. He would have the golden rule in- 
scribed upon the tablet of every man’s memory, 
“Do unto others as you would have others 6 
unto you.” The womb is down on a level with 
the vulva, water dribbles away during the day, 
but not at night, and she can pass it pretty well 
in the morning. The professor assumes that the 
neck of the bladder has been partially paralyzed, 
he not having been able to find, upon a partial 
examination, satisfactory evidence of fistula, and 
prescribes ten drops tr. canth., in half a wine- 
glassful of cold water, three times a day, and 
sends off the patient to await a further examina- 
tion next week. 


PERTUSSIS 


Is not an inflammatory disease. When an in- 
flammatory result is detected in a post mortem, 
it is an effect, a complication, and not the disease 
itself. Pertussis is a neurose or nervous disease, 
and must be treated accordingly. Give the child 
R.—Syr. ipecac. f3ss; Tr. hyosciam. f3ss; thirty . 
drops three times a day. Fresh air and proper 
regimen in these cases is worth all the medication 
in the world. 


[It is impossible to dofull justice to Professor 
Bedford’s clinique by even a verbatim report; 
much of its interest consists in the genial 
humor and suavity of manner with which he em- 
bellishes his remarks, in themselves eminently 
rhetorical and glowing ; but their embellishments 
do not conceal their real intrinsic merit. This 
consists, in @ - degree, in the straightfor- 
ward, practical, common sense which is their 
basis, and the rational and often 
of diagnosis. and treatment he in 


—— methods 

uces. Thor- 

oughly scientific, yet simple and clear in explana- 

tion, possessing rare knowledge of human nature 

by intuition, and combining the swaviter in modo 

rtitor an re in an unusual degree, no one 
to be Loth pleased and instructed.] 
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LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


Reported by Witiram Giirttiay, M.D., 
Secretary to the Faculty of the Hospital. 


During the month of April, 1862, there were 
575 patients treated in the in-door and out-door 
departments of the Long Island College Hos- 

ital. . 

Of this number 338 were medical cases, 176 
surgical, and 61 were diseases of women. In the 
treatment of these cases 953 prescriptions were 
dispensed in the establishment. 

The following is a correct classification of the 
diseases under treatment, but in order to avoid 
prolixity it is somewhat generrc, as all the dis- 
eases, etc. incident to this latitude are repre- 
sented, and their specific enumeration would be 
tedious, and would occupy a large amount of 
space. There were, of diseases of the— 


Nervous system 
Digestive organs 
Genito-urinary Organs.........cc00 see seeseeeee 


General SySteM .occece secve cocceccccccssesscers 19 
Bones and joints 


Abscesses, 11; felons, 3 

Ulcers, 5; wounds, 10; contusions, 7 

Burns, 4; scalds, 1 

Tumors, 4; foreign bodies, 4; enlarged 
glands, 4 

Hernia, epulis, prolapsus ani, fistula in 
ano, ganglion, each 1...........scscsssesees 

Intestinal worms 


Of the 61 cases of diseases of women, the fol- 
lowing is a specific classification, furnished by 
Professor E. N. Chapman :— 


Ulceration of os uteri 
Congestion of os uteri. 
Prolapsus uteri 
Procidentia uteri .... 
Prolapsus vesica 
Anteversion of uterus 


Narrowing of cervix uteri 

Cancer of uterus 

Fibrous tumor............ccsseeceses pocpbhises hiasehag conbs 
Amenorr bea. .........0.s0eee0e0s annecebon povebsesocioeecio 
Menorrhagia............ bubenes eubson ededes onapey oeses bee 
BMMMIA, 5040059. dovdere etneese pine quoscbiensnéibearenied 7 
Ovarian dropsy .........00.++ poap-deconouegpospenesess eice 2 
Debility from lactation ............ epcdecesccoressnect ~ 4 
Abscess of breast. ............ssesccesseseece sepaseboinee 2 
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Change of life 
Vaginitis hromicscdes.cccess sectcccscisop cess cbscesese 
Accouchement 
Unenumerated 


BRookKLYN, May 3d, 1862. 





EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


PERISCOPE. 


Weekly Summary of American Medical 
Journalism. 


By O. C. Gress, M.D. 


TREATMENT OF INTUSSUSCEPTION. 


In the Amer. Jour. of the Medical Sciences for 
January, Dr. J. L. Smith has an article of over 
twenty pages upon the subject of intussuscep- 
tion. We have space for a few concluding re- 
marks only :— 


“ There are three modes of favorable termina- 
tion: First, the reduction of the displaced intes- 
tine, with immediate relief. Secondly, a gradual 
subsidence of the symptoms and return to health; 
the displaced intestine remaining invaginated 
but being pervious, and becoming atrophied, con- 
tracted, or agglutinated, so as not to interfere 
with digestion or the normal action of the 
bowels. Thirdly, sloughing and expulsion of 
the invaginated mass. The second method is 
stated on the authority of Rilliet and other 
European observers. All who recovered in the 
preceding collection of cases recovered in the 
third mode, the expulsion of the mass occurring 
between the sixth and twelfth days, with an 
average of nine and a half. 

“There are two modes of death—first, by con- 
vulsions ; secondly, by exhaustion. The latter is 
the usual mode. The treatment is simple. Pur- 
gatives are useless, if not injurious. As early 
as possible, large injections of water should be 
used. If these fail to reduce the intestine, air 
should next be thrown into the rectum, by means 
of a bellows or other contrivance, until the abdo- 
men is greatly distended. If the repeated use of 
air and water is unsuccessful, we should soon 
desist from active treatment and endeavor to 
sustain the patient’s strength till the bowels are 
reopened by sloughing. Opiates should be given 
to relieve pain and keep in check the serous in- 
flammation, and when the abdomen is tender, 
poultices may be employed ; but further than this, 
oe reliance must be on nutritious diet and stimu- 
ation.” 





